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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FRF

Support person present: Yes

My married name is Gz Vv birth name was [ G v
name as a child in care at Wilton House, Hawick, was [5GTGzG or
My name as a child in foster care was My date of birth is

I 1952. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Hawick. My father and mother were called | ilillilland | EGEGEGEGEG

| have five brothers and sisters. || is the oldest, she is three years older than
me. SR who | call him (M is two years older than me. Then it's me, [|JJjij and
I s a child, | didn’t know anything about my parents. | didn’t know why | went
into care. | was always led to believe that[liiland | weren’t wanted. That's what we
were told by Matron at Wilton House.

| don’t know what age | was when | went into care. My records say | went into care at
Wilton House in November 1952, when | was around six months old. | left Wilton
House for good when | was twelve years old in 1964. Then, | went into foster care in
- | stayed in foster care until | was eighteen years old. | don’t remember what

age | was, when some of the events | talk about happened.
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Wilton House, Hawick, Scottish Borders
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Leaving Wilton House for the first time

71. | left Wilton House for the first time when | was nine years old, to go to foster care in
Airdrie.
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Foster Care in Airdrie — Mr and Mrs -

| was in foster care in Airdrie withrom 1961 until 1964, when the foster father died.
The man’s wife couldn't cope after he died and | were sent back to Wilton House.

. and | went to Chapelhall Primary School, in Airdrie. That was fine, until they were

teaching you how to knit. | couldn’t do it. The teacher kept poking me, saying | was a
silly girl, every time | dropped a stitch. It felt like | was getting the same thing at
Chapelhall that | got at Wilton Primary School.

| only found out that |Jilj and [l were my brother and sister whilst | was in
Airdriew and | were in the playground at the school. A boy and girl were standing in
the playground [illsaid they were our brother and sister Jillland | went back to the

place where we were staying. | thought about [l and I Estarted to

explain some of it to me.

We went back to school the next day. [l and-were gone. | found out
somehow, that one of them had said, to whoever they were fostered with, that they
had seen their brother and sister. [l and Il were sent somewhere else.
They were told they weren’t going to be seeingand | again. For whatever reason,
the authorities didn’t want us to be together. That was the last time | saw|Jjjjjj and

_for many years. and | were together and [l and-were

together.

Leaving Foster Care in Airdrie and returning to Wilton House
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. FSW-FYC
Foster Care in [ 's'e of Bute - NN

81. I wentinto foster care in [ llin 1964, when | was twelve years old. | left in 1970,
when | was eighteen years old. There was an advert in the paper, the Sunday Pictorial.

This was how the foster mother found me for fostering. | called my foster mother IR
to start with. Later, | called her different names. They were not nice names. | didn’t call

dad. My foster parents called me [}
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hat and long coat to church. When | said | didn’t want to go, I'd be told to go. My foster
parents had a picture of William of Orange on the wall.

The only thing | was good at was the Bible. | read the Bible that much, | won all the
prizes at the Sunday School. They would do a competition. | would be hiding, saying,
not again. | read from the Bible in church.

Visits / Inspections/ Review of Detention

The Welfare Officer from Wilton House, Sl came to see me at certain times.
| never saw anyone else, like a social worker. One time, | asked the Welfare Officer
about my brother [l She said thatf@ididn’t want to know me. The Welfare Officer
said he had been in a car crash and he was so badly hurt, he didn’'t want me to see

him. He hadn't been in a car crash. i lfobbed me off about il lilwas told
that | didn't want to see him.

The next time the Welfare Officer came to see me, it was to tell me that my dad had
died. She said he was killed in a car crash. | burst out crying. The Welfare Officer said
she didn’'t know why | was crying, | didn’t even know him. It wasn’t true that my dad

had been killed in a car crash, it had been suicide.

117. came to visit me. My foster parents said that was the last I'd see of him, he would

118.

never be back. My foster parents tore up the pictures of my brother Il That made
me really upset. They were the only photographs | had. | never forgave them for that.
| never sawagain until forty years later.

The Welfare Officer’s attitude towas that he was trouble. She was mixingup
with my other brother, JJJJll who was in quite a bit of bother. The authorities wanted
to keep us apart no matter where we were. Whenleft Wilton House at age fourteen,
to go into the Merchant Navy, he said to me he would be back to see me [Jjwent
back into care until he was sixteen or seventeen, at another home. | always thought |
would see him. As the years went by, | thought I'd never see him again.
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time 1 got a job. | was asked back the next year. | worked in quite a few of the boarding
houses and then at the chalets. | loved being out of the road. | got more attention at
the boarding house than | did at the foster home. Anytime, when school was off, |
would go and help in one of the boarding houses. | had to give my wages to my foster

mother.

Later, | worked at the factory that made duffel coats. | worked there for a few years. |
earned quite a lot of money that | had to give to my foster mother. It was good working
in the factory. That was a good laugh. | enjoyed that. | got on with the older people.

Running away

| thought about running away. | knew | wouldn’t get very far. If | went to any of the
foster parent’s relations, | would be sent back.

Abuse in foster care

For the first week or so, everything seemed to be quite nice and friendly. Then, it
seemed to me that | couldn’t do anything right. The foster mother put food on your
plate. One time, she put a jelly-like thing on the plate. | didn’t want it. | had to sit at the

Secondary Institutions - to be published later Later. | was told | was eating too
1

much and needed to eat less.

You didn’t know how the foster mother was going to be from one day to the next. My
foster parents had a son who had died when he was young. | didn’t know him. My
foster mother’s sister-in-law asked my foster mother one day, why did she take it out
on me? She said to my foster mother that my foster mother didn’t let me do things
and to look at the way my foster mother dressed me.

In the living-room, my foster mother had a big mirror. My foster mother would be
admiring herself in the mirror, putting her make-up on. She caught me watching her
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and asked me why | was watching her. 1 said | just wanted to know what she was
doing. The foster mother said she was making herself look beautiful and that would
never happen to me because | was ugly. My foster father walked in and asked why |
was crying. My foster mother told him she had told me a few home truths, that I'd never
be anything and I'd never amount to anything.

After that, the foster home seemed to be not very nice. The foster mother was not
maternal. | asked her one time, did she like me. She never answered me. | tried to get
closer to her. | thought if | came in and did something for my foster mother, or took
something in for her, she might be alright. | bought my foster mother flowers and a box
of chocolates and took them in to her. My foster mother asked if I'd done something
and that is why I'd brought her chocolates and flowers. She shoved the chocolates
and flowers aside. Nothing | did was right, no matter how hard | tried.

My foster mother didn’t make me feel good. She was always lowering me, in any way
she could. My foster mother admired herself. She wore beautiful clothes. | thought
about what my foster mother wore and what she made me wear. One day, one of the
neighbours was surprised at what | was wearing. That was when | was wearing the
knitted dress. The neighbour said she could give me something else to wear. That
would have made matters worse. When | did complain to my foster mother, she would

say | was ungrateful.

Quite often, my foster mother would buy me something and take it off me. | wasn’t
good enough for whatever she gave me. | was glad. It meant when | left, | had hardly
anything to take. My brother,had bought me two things. My foster parents gave
the things away to somebody else. It wasn’t until years later that this person told me
that she’d had some of my things. She put them into a charity place. She hated the
thought of having something that should have been mine.

My foster parent’s wider family were okay at first. | went down to Leeds, where my
foster mother’s family were. It didn't feel like a holiday. My foster mother was always
saying something about me. Her mother was always pulling her aside. She asked my
foster mother why she was treating me the way she did. My foster mother’'s mother
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When my son was older and we saw my foster mother in the street, my son would
smile at her. My foster mother would walk by. Someone said to her he was her
grandson. She replied that ‘it’ was nothing to do with her. Later, my husband and |
rented a house. It was just along the road from where I'd stayed with my foster parents.
| could be hanging out the washing and my foster mother would come along the road.
When my foster mother saw me, she would turn away.

| worked as a cleaner for fourteen years for an old lady. The old lady said that the first
time | went to her house, | was terrified. She was like a mother to me. The lady said to
me one day that | was like the daughter she never had. She never had a family. The
lady loved my son and daughter. It was great for the fourteen years | was with her. |
got on well with the lady’s niece and brother. They were a nice family. When the lady
died, | thought I'm not going to the funeral, I'm not family or anything like that. The
lady’s niece asked me to come to the funeral, she said | was the lady’s family. The
lady left me money, a tea-set that had always been special to me, and some other

things, when she died.

Finding my birth family

| had tried quite a few things to find my family myself. | always said I'd never see them
again. | had always visualised meeting up on the television programme, ‘Surprise,
Surprise’, which found lost relatives. | wrote to the programme jdAlltold me later he

would never have gone on the programme.

My daughter helped find my family. My daughter found my sister ||| first, then
my mum. When my daughter phoned to say she had found my mum, | put the phone
down. | thought, oh no, this is not happening. | had always been told my mother was
dead or didn’t want to know us.

When my sister, | lvisited me, she brought me a picture of [lilIShe gave me a
pile of photographs with her and - and some other children. There was a picture
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of my dad in the Army. | didn’t recognise him. I've put the photo in a frame in my living-

room.

When my daughter found What knocked me for six. We spoke on the phone, then
he came to see me. That didn’t go the way we wanted it to go. ||jhad arrived.
We hadn'’t all seen each other since the day at school in Airdrie. We went to the pier
to meet il couldn’t seefiiiand |l pointed him out. | said that wasn’t him, [Nl
had black hair.JidInow had grey hair. When | saw[il]l couldn’t move. He threw his
arms around me. He didn’t hug me first intentionally, we were brought up with one

another. His wife, JJJj gave me a hug. Then[@lihugged [N T vas't

happy because it was me [ilhugged first.

156. [@iMbrought me a huge teddy bear [@illsaid to me that we never had anything like that

157.

158.

159.

and he was buying me it now. I've still got the teddy bear. I'll not part with it Jisays
it's as if we've never been apart. When he phoned me the first time, he said it was as
if | was in the next room.

I've been to seein Darlington and he has been up at usand my husband have
hit it off together. They have a good Iaugh.-and | have hit it off. | couldn’t ask for
a nicer sister-in-law. We've been back in touch for fifteen years. We try to be in touch
as much as we can. [l wife has noticed that [@ildand | have the same mannerisms.

One night, | got a phone call. The voice said, [l here.” | knew it wasn’t [l It was my
brother|JJili} trying to make out he was i1 couldn’t get any relationship with [

| got four years with my mum. | was grateful for that [lillsaid | would get a shock when
| first met her. My husband and |, andand his wife, went to see her. | couldn’t get
out of the car. My husband persuaded me to go to the house. | was looking at the
ground. My mum said hello. | looked up. | thought | was looking at myself. | had vowed
to say a lot to mum and to ask her why we had been put in the home. | couldn’t say a
word. When | saw how badly off my mum was, | couldn’t say anything. She had
nothing flltold me he had been the same.
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One night, my mum phoned me and asked how | was doing. | said, “I'm fine, mum.” It
just came right out. | thought, | maybe shouldn’t have said that. My mum sounded so
happy on the phone because I'd called her mum. My mum was good to my husband.
She sent up a big jar of sweeties for him.

After | met my mum for the first time, | went back home and bought her something. |
sent it down to her. | found out, when she died, it hadn’t been opened. She had never
been bought anything by her other family, she had five other children. | went to my
mum'’s funeral. | thought we'd be sitting up at the back, hidden away. We were told to
go down the front. | sat next to [l That was the hardest time of my life. | wish | could
have spent time with my dad. It wasn't meant to be. took me to where my dad is
buried.

Impact

Being in the home was regimental. | never felt safe. | never looked at anyone. | always
kept my head down because | was scared of getting into trouble. | hid to get away from
it all. When | walk down the street in || Jill ! don’t hold my head up. | don’t want

| never learned to socialise with other people. | still struggle with that today. | don’t
have friends as | was never shown how to communicate with people. | was never

allowed to have an opinion.

| feel | haven’t done anything with my life. I'd like to have done more things, if I'd had
more confidence. | sometimes think, what could | have been? | might have had a
career but | was put down everywhere | went. | didn’t do well at school at all. It was
the same at every school | was at. | didn’t have friends at school. Everyone knew you

came from a home, living on an island especially. Everybody knows everything here.
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Throughout my life, | wished | had never been here. | had thoughts of ending my life.
Life has been a struggle. There was no thought or care given to help me learn how to
cope with life after care. Many a time, | think about where | would be in life if | had
stayed in Wilton House and been chucked out from there.

The thing that affects me most, is the separation from my siblings, specifically my
brother [l The Welfare Officer told me he didn’t want to see me. | found out later that
was a lie. | can never forgive them for this [Jillmissed out on my family growing up. |
never got to see him getting married. | don't like when | seeand | have to say
goodbye. We’'re trying to make up for lost time, which you never can do. I'm angry at
that.

I didn’t know SN I o- I | «rew nothing about them. I've not been

able to have the relationship | would have liked to have with them. | blame the
authorities for that. If we’d been told about our other siblings, maybe things would have
been better, if we'd got to know them more. It would have been nice to be in their

company, in the home. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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et A When my grand-children call me ‘gran’, | think about my grandparents. |

imagine what they would have been like.

It's not just my life, it's my brother's and sister’s lives. They’'ve had a hard life. We
missed out on a lot. At one time [Qlland | thought it was just him and I. | had
grandparents, aunts and uncles. We found out that we have loads of cousins too. Our
cousins have said it was well known that{@iland | would be seen marching down the
street in Hawick. I've met two of my cousins. I'm in touch with another cousin on
Facebook. It's a lovely feeling. It's amazing because they all say | look like the family.
Unfortunately, | did not find out about all my family until it was too late.

| had never seen a picture of me when | was young. | didn’t see one until | was in my

fifties. When my children were growing up, my son used to ask me why | didn’t have
any pictures. We were never allowed any pictures. Later, my daughter and | got some
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| think about my time in care a lot. Sometimes | wake up crying, thinking about things
that happened. | always had a fear of the curtains being closed at night. | won't forget
my time in care, it will always be there. No matter how hard | try, there's always
something there, when | switch on the television or when there’s a film I'm going to

watch.

Treatment/Support

The only time | spoke about my time in care, was when | took a nervous breakdown.
That was a long time ago. My doctor was a lovely woman. | was sent to a psychologist.
The first time, | couldn’t speak. | sat for an hour and never said a word. | went back
the next week and let certain things out. | told the psychologist about the home. She
said that had caused a lot of it. Speaking to the psychologist was difficult at the time. |

just have to get on with it.
There are some things | haven'’t told my husband. | don’t think he understands. | told

a friend certain things. She listened to me. My friend said if | needed her, she was
there. | don’t want to burden anybody else. I've kept it mainly to myself.

Revisit to Wilton House
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Records

My daughter tried to get my records for me. The archivist at Hawick Heritage Centre

found what we have. The social work department could not find the records.

The records show there were times that | was out of the home. | wonder if | was back
with my parents. | don’t know the answer to that. A comment has been made that the
home sent me somewhere because they didn’t have enough cots. That's when | was

a baby. It says in my records that | was boarded out to a || IEEE» G

in the Scottish borders when | was a baby for a few months.

Lessons to be Learned

| don’t want what happened to me and the others to happen to kids nowadays. | like
to think care won't be like the way it was, for me and the other children. Children should

have someone to talk to. We were only children, we were human beings. We weren't
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

treated like human beings.
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S Al | don't know if it would easier nowadays to open up.
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There wasn’t enough done, especially when it came to time to leave the home. When

you were.a certain age, you. were out. There wasn't. enaugh_suppart.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FRF
51y YT v /578045 MRS S RS
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