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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

MGF

Support person present: Yes

1. My name is My contact details are known to

the inquiry. My date of birth is- 1959. | am 57 years old.

Life before Boarding School

2. | was born i- where | lived with my family. My dad was not a
Catholic but my mother had been brought up a Catholic. They were pre-war
generation. They were married for over sixty years. My dad did his war service. My
mum and dad never argued. They absolutely loved each other. | had a very happy
childhood. | was spoilt by my parents because | had meningitis as a baby, when | was
a few months old, and was very lucky to survive. It left me with epilepsy. | had a sister

who was eight years older than me. | was never close to my sister.

3. As a young boy, | was crazy about- | would put my cap on and

my mum and dad would take me to th- to see- My mum’s cousin

worked on-so all the men got to know me. They would take me into the

4. My mum and dad had-shops J‘-an_, My

mum worked in the shop with my dad. My dad would |||l at home in the
evenings. He also had an interest in the.business in- My grandparents

were elderly and lived nearby so my mum cared for them too.
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5. | went to a local authority primary school in-as a day pupil. It
was my maternal grandparent's condition that when my mum and dad were married,

that my mum should follow her Catholic faith and her children be brought up and

educated as Catholics.

6. | started St Joseph’s College, Dumfries in 1971 as a first year pupil in
high school. There were no secondary Catholic schools in - which is one of
the reasons | was sent there. It was a private school and had a really good reputation.
I wasn't into football or rugby and my mum wanted me to do more sport, and St
Joseph’s was a sport orientated school. My mum felt that she wouldn’t be able to help
with my homework in the evening as she helped my dad with the books. She also
didn’t want me travelling to Dumfries everyday on the bus so | was to stay there as a
full term boarder.

7. | was there for four years and | boarded all the way through as a private
fee paying pupil. | would go home for holidays. The school had started to take in local
authority pupils before | left. The local authority took over the school many years after
| left.

8. Prior to applying for a place, my mother spoke to [ the
SNR and told him | had epilepsy and asked if that would be a problem. | had
seizures every day and she told him this. | had medication that | was supposed to
take daily. | would be zapped of energy after a seizure and should be put to bed and
cared for. He assured her that they had a matron and a recovery room so it wouldn't
be a problem.
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Life in Boarding School - St Joseph's College, Dumfries

9. My mum and dad took me up to schoaol with my case. Brother

met us and | was shown my bed and locker.

10. | was thirteen years old when | went in. | was put into class 1B. | was
homesick from the first day. | had not gone to a prep school like other boys so the
whole boarding school routine, with everything being so regimented, was a shock to
the system for me. There was another boy from -in third year, but no other
boys from my school had gone to that high school with me.

11. There were different dormitories in the school, which were split up into
each year. There were about twenty beds in each of the main dormitories. There were
rooms leading off the dormitories, which had about three beds in each room. The
dormitories were full. Everybody in my dormitory and connecting rooms were first year
pupils. 1 was in the main dormitory to begin with. | moved into a room in Easter or
Christmas of first year with a boy from Annan. Each dormitory had a house master.

My house master was Brother in first year.
12. Brotherwasn’t a teacher. He was in charge of the dormitory

and was getting on in years. He didn't tell me what the routine was. He had been there

for a long time. He had no compassion. He was brutal.

13. Brother had a room at the end of my dormitory and Brother
Damien had one at the end of the second year dormitory, which he looked after. The
Brothers weren'’t rotated at the end of every of year, they stayed in charge of the same
year group. Second year was the same set up in a second year dormitory. In third and

fourth year, you moved into the building opposite.

14. The following day | was on the phone to my mum telling her | was
homesick. | would call her every day and reverse charge the calls telling her | wanted
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to come home. My mother spoke to and asked for his advice on whether |
should go home at weekends. He said it was a bad idea because if | started doing
that, she would not be able to get me to go back to school.

Schooling

15. The teaching hours at St Joseph's were from 9 am until 5 pm in the
evening. We had half days on Wednesdays to play sport in the afternoon. We had
school lessons on a Saturday morning and played sport in the afternoon. We would

go to church on Sundays.

16. The brothers wore black robes with white down the front. They never
smiled and were frightening. They never asked you if you were ok when you cried.
Brother Damien was my French teacher in first year. | liked him. He saw that | was
homesick. | wasn'’t good at French and he would ask other boys to pronounce things,
but he wouldn't pick on me in front of the class. He would give me a bit more help than
other pupils and would help me pronounce things. | liked him more than the other
brathers.

Abuse at St Joseph’s College

Brother Damien

17. Lights went out in my dormitory at 9 pm and | wasn't used to this. | would
cry my eyes out. A couple of weeks passed and | wasn't sleeping at night. One night |
felt a hand under my sheets. It was Damien, my French teacher. He put his fingers to
his lips and said, “Shhhh it's ok.” He then told for me to go with him. | put my dressing
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28. Once the abuse started, | wasn't getting sweets and treats anymore. He
didn’t care that | was homesick anymore and wasn'’t comforting me. There was no
more television then. He would come to get me about once a week, and the time |

spent in his room decreased. It was just abuse.

29. When the abuse started, he would threaten me that if | told anybody, |
would be in trouble and would never see my mum and dad again. | was absolutely
petrified about this. He knew what | always wanted was my mum and dad. He said |
would be sent to another school. | believed him. He twisted things and put the guilt an
me and | felt | was to blame. From then on, | had my clothes ripped off me regularly
and was always petrified and no amount of shouting NO would help. | was like ‘a rabbit

in the headlights’ and always froze.

30. | had no friends and | was scared of all the brothers. My parents were pre-war
generation and we never talked about sex. | couldn't tell anybody.

31. | couldn’t concentrate in class because | would wonder if he was coming
to get me at night. | was having more seizures. | was anxious about him and crying all

the time. | was terrified of him.

32. The abuse was going further and further. He started taking his clothes
off and rubbing his genitals against me. This was always in his room. He didn't
penetrate me. Damien would force me to masturbate him in order to give him an
orgasm. This would normally happen in his bedroom. He also took pictures of me when
| was naked in his room. | was petrified.

33. Brother used to check the dormitories at night. He must have
seen that | was out of my bed but | never got punished for being out of my bed. This
all went on between September and the Christmas holidays. | was still in the main

dorm.
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34. | went home for the Christmas holidays. | hated the holidays because |
absolutely dreaded what | was going back to. By that time | was going through puberty.

35. At this time, | had had gone through puberty and the type of abuse
changed. That was when Damien started to penetrate me and made me perform oral
sex on him. The abuse would take place at different locations around the school and
not in his room. Damien’s room wasn't somewhere he could take me anymore
because | had started to make noises. Damien, like most of the brothers there, had
keys to most of the buildings around there. They carried them around their waist. The
threats were always the same — “it's our little secret” and that | was in serious trouble

if | said anything and would never see my mum and dad again.

36. One Sunday afternoon after lunch, | was taken out the dormitory by
Brother Damien. He said | was going out for a run in the car with him. The college had
just brought a new J registration plate, Datsun car. Brotherand another retired
brother from the Mount, which is a retirement house in St Joseph'’s College, were also
with us in the car. Brotherjgdl] later becameai St Joseph's College. | don't
know what the retired brother's name was. We went in the car through New Abbey
Road and Mount Pleasant in Dumfries, and on to a big mansion house called
Kinharvie. This was a retirement house for the Marist brothers and was very
frightening.

37. | was taken in through the back door and into a kitchen, which had a

MMEK
Al and

large wooden table. There were several elderly brothers sitting at this table.
the other brother sat down at the table. Damien told me to follow him and he took me

around the house.

38. There was a chapel in this house and he explained that a Catholic
aristocratic family had opened this house. We went into the chapel and said prayers.
The whole house was dilapidated and spooky to me. | was petrified.

39. | was taken to the top of the house, into a wing with a bedroom. It wasn't
a room that looked to be in use. Damien took my clothes off and bent me over, he then
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sodomised me. | screamed and was crying my eyes out, but nobody came. | don’t
know if anybody heard. After this | was taken back to the chapel and made to say
prayers and hail Mary’s. This was because Damian said that | had sinned.

40. | was taken back to the car. | was bleeding. Damien went back in the
house and came back with[land the other brother. We drove back and | was taken
back to school and to my dormitory. | was told to get clean clothes and taken down to
the shower. | had a shower. There was blood. | bled for days and | got no treatment. |
could hardly sit down but | got no treatment. My bed was blood soaked. There was
regular inspection of beds so would have seen my sheets. Shortridges in
Dumfries cleaned the sheets for the school and must have seen it too. The sheets got
cleaned every week. Nobody asked me anything. | couldn't tell anyone. | was in the
worst pain I've ever experienced and constantly cried. | saw Damien again the
following day in his room. He didn't say sorry

41. On a Sunday, boys who lived far from Dumfries would write letters home
to their family. | didn't write letters because | telephoned my mum every day. | also
remember boys going to confession, usually on a weekend, but | was never ever sent
to confession. | find this strange when | think about it now because Damien made me
say ‘hail Marys’ and ‘our fathers’ after he abused me. He would tell me to say it and
say that | had sinned against god. It was like he was trying to twist it around to put the
guilt on me, as if | was sinning against god for my abuse.

42. Damien was my dormitory master in second year. He didn't abuse me in the
dormitory but would abuse me in other locations all over the school. He abused me
up in the games room, he was a language teacher so he would take me to the
language and also the science block. There was no other member of dormitory staff
at night. Damien was taking me out of the dormitory to abuse me, so | did not see if
any other brother was coming into the dormitory after he took me away. When | was
taken back to the dormitory, | never saw another brother in the dormitory. As far as |

know there was nobody else supervising the dormitory.
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| know, the brothers did not tell my parents that | had run away. No-one ever spoke to

me about running away.

Brother Damien and Brother LS

47. | was still in first year when | was taken to Kinharvie house again. | was
taken to Kinharvie twice in first year. The second time | was taken, the brother from
the tuck shop and Brothercame with us. Damien took me up to the same room
again, Brotheeras also there, and both pushed me up against the wall and raped
me. It was absolute torture, excruciatingly painful and made me bleed. On the way
back the three brothers never spoke to me in the car. They only spoke to each other.

48. One Sunday afternoon in first year, just before Easter, Damien tock me
to the priest’'s house. The priest's house was set apart from the other buildings on the
campus. It was directly opposite the chapel. The priest lived there alone, but | never
saw him this time.

49. Damien took me into the front room of the priest's house and
disappeared for a few minutes. He returned without his robe on and took me into the
bedroom. Damien stripped off from the waist down and sat on the bed. He pushed me
to the floor, grabbed my head with both hands and pulled my face against him, trying
to force his penis into my mouth. | turned away. He kept trying and | kept turning my
face away. | hadn't a clue what was happening and had a total fear. He then dragged
me into the bathroom. He was enraged and started to run the cold tap to fill the sink.
He pushed my head under the water. | thought | was going to drown. | don't know how
many times he did this. | begged and begged him not to do it again. Then he grabbed
me and pushed me back into the room. It ended up that he forced his penis into my
mouth. Words can't describe the fear | felt. | was only thirteen years old. | didn't know
what that was called at the time. The whole experience was over forty years ago, yet
my feelings about it are still raw now and | continually relive the abuse every night in
my nightmares.
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50. This happened after mass so there wouldn’t have been a lot of people
around. Somebody could have seen me going into the house but | don’t suppose they
would have suspected anything. The boys would have been playing football. | never

saw the priest in the house. We then left the priest's house together.

51. | was on the phone to my mum every morning at 7 am saying | wanted
to go home. I'd reverse the charges. Even the operator knew it was me. | went home
during Easter for two weeks. | returned after the holidays for the summer term and the

abuse carried on into second year.

Father it ML
52. Father s or | can’t remember his name, lived in a house

on the College grounds. The house was scary, it was a horrible big house with an
overgrown garden. At some time between Easter and the Summer Holidays | was
taken by Damian to the priest's house and was forced to give the priest a blow job. A
few weeks later | was taken back, and the priest raped me. Damian was always
present.

Discipline and physical abuse

53. The brothers used their fists or the belt before the verbal. You would be
whacked with anything that came to their hand. | think the brothers got as much of a
kick out of physically beating us as they did from sexual abuse. All the brothers used
physical torture. In my case, it was mostly Damien and The place had an
atmosphere of fear. You didn’t know from day to day what was coming.

54, There were four flights of stairs in the school.wouid make you
run up and down the stairs as a punishment. If you hadn’t washed your face properly,
both Brother and Damien would fill the sink with water and dunk your face
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in the sink until you couldn’t breathe. They would do this in front of other boys. | saw
this happen to other boys too.

55. ould line up half a dozen boys in the dormitory and belt them
if there was noise that nobody owned up to. He would make a fool of boys in front of
the other boys. He would empty out your locker if he thought it was messy instead of
telling you to tidy it. If your bed wasn’t made properly, all the sheets were ripped off

the bed and you were told to make it again. He was vindictive.

56. It was not unusual foror other brothers to bang your head
against the wall. It was common practise for them to grab you by the ears or the hair
and lift you off the ground. They would also give you the belt across any part of your
body.

57. as a brutal animal and he ran that dormitory with brutality. |
would also get physical abuse from for running away.
58. The brothers didn’t physically abuse the day pupils this way, only the

boarders after school hours. There were lay teachers there as well. They didn’t use
the same discipline as the brothers. The brothers were sadistic and would use any
excuse to exact extreme violence against boys, all of the boys lived in constant fear of
this happening.

Healthcare

59. | did not get treatment for seizures whilst | was in there. | was never

cared for. | received no treatment or sympathy. | should have been allowed to rest

after a seizure but instead | was kicked out of the dormitory and made to go to lessons.

60. | did not get my epilepsy medication regularly. | had taken all my
medication with me to the school. The matron was supposed to hand it out to me but
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some would be missed out or | would go days without it. | was treated brutally when |
took seizures and not how | was supposed to be treated. | consider that to be abuse.

61. On some occasions when the matron did give me medication, it was
around the time | had been to Kinharvie. | was in agony after the abuse but the matron
never asked to examine me. | was petrified to ask for help because of what the
consequences would be. My sheets were blood stained for weeks after the abuse.
would have seen them because he examined the beds, yet he never asked

what was wrong and nobody else realised the sheets were soaked in blood as | always

managed to hide this. | was petrified as to what would happen if the blood was
discovered. | had to pad my trousers with face cloths, hankies and a hand towel to
stop the bleeding and to stop the blood seeping through and be seen by others. The
only pain killers | had access to were Disprin which came from home but these didn’t
dull the pain.

Inspection and supervision

62. The only supervision the school had was from the Bishop of Galloway.
He visited the school, but | never spoke to him. The was
supposed to carry out daily inspections of the school, | never saw him do this.

63. There was also supposed to be two brothers supervising the dormitories
at night time, | only ever saw one.

Leaving St Joseph's College

64. | was terrified and miserable in that place the whole time [ was in there.

| wasn't getting proper medication or proper sleep, | didn't have one happy day.

B65. My first year results were ok. My second year results were awful and |

skived because of my abuse. | couldn't concentrate and wasn't sleeping because of
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the abuse. The school told my parents | would be better repeating second year and
so | did. 1 left school without any qualifications at sixteen because | didn’t stay on to do
my “O” levels. | couldn’t get out of there quick enough. My mum was angry with me
that | didn't stay on an extra year to do my “O” levels. Even after my mother spent
thousands of pounds on my education, | left with no qualifications after four years. |

got ear ache from my mum after that.

66. Damien was my French teacher throughout my time there.
was still there when | left in fourth year. He is now dead.

Life after Boarding School

67. | told my mum about the abuse shortly after | left the school because |
was having nightmares and other problems. She couldn’t accept that | had been
sexually abused by a Catholic brother. The Catholic religion was her life and when |
finished school, she still expected me to attend mass on a Sunday. My relationship
with my mum was never the same again. | battle with loving her on the one hand and

hating her for putting me in a place of abuse in the name of religion.

68. My mum was an outgoing person. She would talk to people and did
meals on wheels and was in the_ When | started having mental health
problems, she realised there was something wrong. She became a valium addict and
a recluse. | look at it as though she was a victim also. There was not just one victim,
there were two.

69. | was never able to tell my dad. My parents had been married sixty years.

| didn't want to bring religion between their marriage and | didn’t want my dad to die

feeling anger towards my mum because of her beliefs.
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boys from Dumfries Academy, when | was a St Joseph's pupil. When | used to run
away | never wore my blazer to protect myself from other boys. There is also friction
in Glasgow between groups that would be lessened if children were brought up

together, and taught to tolerate each other.

99. The Catholic Church should be held accountable. They shouldn’t be
allowed to pass the buck to their orders. | have no faith in the Marist Brothers. The
brothers in Glasgow and the body in Europe know what happened because there have
been court actions. | know that | will not get justice, but | want closure. That is why |

am talking to the Inquiry.

100. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of

the evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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