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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BCT

Support person present: No

My name is EEII - 'though my maiden name is Rllj My date of birth N |
I 1 958. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born at [N Paisley. That's what it says on my birth certificate. |
stayed there with my parents, [JJJJj anc | My mother's maiden name

was [

Until recently | thought | was from a family of six or seven. | now know that | actually
had nine siblings. Two of these were babies who died very young. [l was the
youngest then me. There was only fifteen months between me and |l The rest

of my siblings in order of age were, ||| | |} I NEEEE I R =< I o was

the oldest.

When | was about three | have a memory of the police coming to my house and
breaking down the door. Me and my sister, [JJJJli] were there on our own. At that
time my mother and father had split up. My mother was living with another person, a

I

After this happened -and me were put into care. | can only assume it was
because of neglect after being found in the house by the police. We had been in care
before for a short time. We were then allowed home again. I'm not sure what the
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exact circumstances were when we were put into care the first time. | think that the

first home we were in was Blairvardach.

Blairvardach Childrens Home

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leavecross Children’s Home

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Moving to foster care

Nobody ever told us what was happening the whole time we were in care. All |
remember about leaving the home was [JJJj and me being driven a very long way
to Inverness to meet our foster parents. It was a man who was driving. | had never
seen him before. | was crying because | didn't know what was happening and where

were going.

I have found out from my records that-and me went into foster care in-
1964.

| remember meeting our foster parents‘ They were

both very old. We had never met them before. The address was_
- Inverness. It seemed liked a nice house and there was a garden.

It wasn't until the person who took us there left that we realised we would be staying
there. They didn’t really speak much other than to tell us we were to call them
mother and father. There was no effort to welcome us.. We learnt very quickly that
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you didn’t speak unless you were spoken to. This continued the whole time we were
in foster care.

| found out later that they had agreed to take both of us. That was the reason that we
ended up there. We were to be the last children they fostered. They had apparently
fostered countless children before this.

There was another grown man, [l Who stayed at the house. All the time we
stayed there | thought he was a lodger. | later found out he was actually their

adopted son. gl went out to work every day. | think it might have been with the
council or something like that.

There were four bedrooms in the house. Three upstairs and one downstairs where
Bl slept. Me and my sister shared a room with a double bed. Mother and father
had another room. There was also a spare bedroom for visitors. Sometimes me and

my sister would be separated and sleep in separate rooms.

Routine

My foster father was a train driver, He retired a year after we arrived. Mother always
stayed in the house. She never went out because of her leg ulcers.

My mother’s leg ulcers were bandaged and had to be changed every day. She would
do this herself first thing in the morning. When | was older | had to do this for her.
Mother showed me what to do. Every now and then a district nurse would come in
and check on mother.

Washing/bathing
| would have a bath and wash my hair once a week. This would be on my own. The

door was always closed although you weren't allowed to lock it. After my bath |
would get dried in front of the fire.
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As far as | can remember we did get a present on our birthday from our foster
parents. We never had a cake or a birthday party.

Abuse

BGU

Within a couple of months of arriving at our foster parents, the abuse started. It
continued right through until | started my periods. | always tried to protect my sister.
My father tried to make her rub up against him but | would stop him. | made sure |
put myself in between him and her to try and keep him away.

Father would come into our room. | can’'t remember how often, but often enough. He
would rub himself up and down against me. He tried to go inside me once but | was
too tiny.

There was a cupboard at the back of the house near to the kitchen. It was called the
coal hole. Father would abuse me in there. Sometimes mother would open the
kitchen door and see what was going on. She would slam the door shut. After this
she would give me a beating. | would be hit with a wooden spoon called a spirkle. |
was also hit with pots and pans. Mother would call me a bad, evil little witch. This
was time and again every time she saw what was happening.

When he was doing things to me my father would ejaculate into one of his cotton
handkerchiefs. This is another horrible memory for me as | would have to iron these
once they were washed.

It seems weird now but even though father was abusing me he was never as cruel
towards me as mother.
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My mother would never call me by my name. She would refer to me as “big yin” or
“bitch”. Mother would call my sister |} Father called me by my name but not
often.

BGV

| had eczema when | was young. | don’t know if this was because of what | was
going through. It was really bad when | was around nine. My skin was cracking and
bleeding. | ended up with psoriasis on my scalp. | had a fleecy hat that | had to wear
to school. | had no visible hair as it was all stuck together with the scabs. | used to
get teased at school. | remember the pain being so bad because of the infection. |
wouldn’t even take the hat off for the teachers.

One day when | got home from school my mother ripped the hat off my head. She
then held my head over the sink and scrubbed it with a brush that was used for
cleaning the floor. | can take any beating but this was horrific. | eventually had to go
to hospital. | was treated with oils and eventually got better.

My mother also hit me on the head with a pan. It ended up making a dent in the pan.
As a result of this | was given another beating with another pan because the first one
was damaged.

Mother never beat us in front of anyone else other than my father.
My mother told us that they had a brother and sister in foster care before us, the
_ She said they weren’t bad, evil and wicked like | was. This affected me

for the rest of my life. That's why | have no confidence, because of how | was spoken
to by my mother.
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If Al came in drunk at the weekends he would come into our room. He would try
to get into bed with us. [l abused me as well. | would push my sister against the
wall so that he couldn’t get near her.

One night after [l had been in our room [l came in and sat at the end of
the bed. | was terrified as | didn't know what was going to happen. |JJJjjjij to'd me
that everything was going to be okay.

If we were making a noise in the room either mother or father would come in and
give us the belt. When father came in he would reach over me and hit [ i with
the belt. If it was mother she would hit me with the belt but not ||l

Leaving foster care

When | was around eleven or twelve my mother had a stroke and had to go to
hospital. When she came home | had to help feed her and take care of her. She
eventually recovered and was able to start speaking again.

| don’t think it was long after this that Miss Richmond, the social worker, started to
visit. | think that she had some suspicions that something was going on. When
mother wouldn’t let her speak to us on her own there was a big argument. I'm sure
that this happened twice. My mother said, “If you want to speak to the girls you do it
in front of me.”

Shortly after the second argument we got up one morning and our suitcases were
packed for us. Mother said | was bad and evil. She told us that she didn’t want us in

her house anymore.

We didn’t have the opportunity to say good bye to any of our friends at school. It was
as quick as that.

11
























113

114.

118.

WIT.001.001.9840

Children need to have a voice and be listened to. There should have been better
checks on foster carers. If a child is in care they should be monitored by different
people. When they are being assessed it certainly should not be in the presence of
the carer.

Counselling

| have been to see a counsellor once, when | was in my twenties. She told me that
from the way | was speaking | had dealt with it all. In a way maybe | had.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

BCT
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