Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FWA

Support person present: Yes

My name is RSN 2'though prefer to be known as (Sl My maiden name
was (Rl My date of birth is - 1949. My contact details are known to the

Inquiry.

Personal background and qualifications

| left school at the age of 15 with no qualifications. My first job was in a furriers as a
hand sewer then became a waitress which | did for a few years. | married my
husband [SIEH when | was 18 and we had three children by the time | was 22. |
did some more waitressing then child minding and then became a foster carer. | was
never career minded and didn’t want to work in an office or be a hairdresser. | came
from a very big family and | was the oldest girl so | was used to having young

children about me, helping my mum and | loved it.

Becoming a foster carer

We became foster carers in 1978. | was 28 when | took my first foster care child.
Initially | was open to taking children of all ages but decided after a few years that we
only wanted babies up to 2 years old. During my time of fostering | adopted one of
the little girls who we were fostering. | am still fostering now but there are very few
babies needing fostered because they are far more often using kinship and going to

their own family. | don’t have a foster baby just now and | feel empty and lost.









13.

14.

15,

16.

17.

18.

For the last 30 to 35 years | have only taken babies up to 2 years old. Occasionally
the social work depariment have asked me to take other older children and they
have used emotional blackmail to try and push me into taking them. | have had to be
strong to refuse them but it really didn’t suit me and at this stage | really need to think

about my own needs.

| can’t remember the name of the very first social worker who was allocated to me.
The second one was Liz Kearny who has now retired. The one | have now is
Georgina Currie. That is the only three | have had. | have had Georgina for more
than ten years and she is brilliant. | have never been offered any other support by

the local authority and if they had | would probably have refused.

| found that if | needed support from the social work department | could get it but
quite often it was a last minute arrangement. If you were going away or needed
someone to cover for holidays they might not tell you until that day so there was a lot
of uncertainty. and | always just got on with things and managed ourselves.
Georgina is currently off sick otherwise | would have asked her to come with me to

give this statement.

| do not consider fostering to be my profession, it is my vocation. | love fostering and
it has been my life. A lot of people don't realise the practicalities of fostering and how
difficult it can be. It is a 24 hours a day job.

| don’t believe that foster carers necessarily need to have child care qualifications but
they must have proven experience and show understanding. | think it should
definitely be recognised as a profession as it is more than just a job. It is a position of

responsibility because you are looking after someone else’s life in your house.

Knowing the family background of the babies | am fostering is not essential but
sometimes it would be good to know. This is probably more important to foster
carers who are taking older children.
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The foster home and household

When | started fostering there was myself, my husband and my three
children in the house. | had two boys and a girl. They were ages five, seven and ten.
Before any new foster child came | would tell my own kids that a child was coming
who was needing help because they maybe didn’'t have a family of their own. | think
they thought it would be nice to begin with and they were willing to help. They

probably thought it was someone else to play with in the house.

The house was one of four in a block. It had an upstairs and a downstairs. There
was a kitchen, living-room, five bedrooms, one bathroom and at the back of the
house was a utility room. When we started fostering we had our loft converted into
two bedrooms so that my own children didn’t have to share. The house was clean
and tidy because | like to always keep it that way.

Children fostered

| am not sure in total how many children we fostered over the years. It was a lot but
possibly not as many as you think because we had children for two years,
sometimes more. When my husband was alive we could have had two foster babies
at a time but now that it is just me | only ever have one. We fostered one girl 38
years ago and we got her the day after her first birthday. We fostered her for 5 years
then decided to adopt her.

At the start of our fostering | had three lots of older children before we decided only
to take babies. In that period | only had eight children over the age of five. We had
three children from one family and that was-and [ RLEL
was the only family of three children that we took. Others were two girls aged about
five and nine, then a brother and sister then one boy on his own. He was still at
primary school and went to school by taxi. -and -didn’t go to
school. | don’t think we had them long enough. | recall getting the phone call from the

social worker asking if we could take three kids and we got them that day on a short
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My own kids did clubs like the BB’s and things like that. The older foster children |
got probably weren't with us long enough to join anything like that. The older children
we had were probably only with us a matter of months.

Some children came with personal possessions and they were allowed to keep
them. We didn't give them pocket money, but we never gave our own children
pocket money either. We got them treats. Sometimes my mum might bake and send
over cakes. If we were out at the weekend we would get them ice cream or sweets.

Trips and holidays

We never really took many of the older foster children on holidays. The only time we

did was when we took the three children, B =< I to Oban. We
stayed for a week in a caravan.

Holidays when | first started were discouraged. You were not allowed to take the
foster children away on holiday in case the parents wanted to see their child. This
meant if we went away we would have to put the foster children into respite care. We
weren'’t prepared to do that. Several times | have asked to take children on holiday
abroad at my expense but the senior social work refused it. The last time this
happened wasn't that long ago.

When the social worker makes the initial call to ask if | could take a child the second
question they would ask is if | have any holidays booked. | would probably just say |
hadn’t and cancel my holiday otherwise they might refuse to give me the child. It is
not fair on us or the child.

On the occasion that the senior social worker refused me permission to take the
child abroad, | was friendly with the child’s parents and | had discussed it with them
and they were more than happy for me to take their child on holiday. | brought this up
at my annual review that the parent was happy but my senior social worker spoke to
the child’'s senior social worker and it was refused and that was the end of the
matter.
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Quite often | would try and show affection to the foster children but some of them
didn't want it. | am not sure if this was just because they didn’'t want to be there or

because they were not used to it.

The relationship between my children and the foster children was difficult. The foster
children didn’t want to be there and my children didn’t want them to be there. It was
alright for my children initially but they resented that | treated the foster children
differently, and probably better than they got treated and they got away with more. |
didn’t really appreciate this at the time but my children have since told me. | don't
think there were any major issues between the foster children and my own children. |

treated the foster children differently because | felt sorry for them.

My husband [SiEJl worked so wasn't in the house all the time. He was far more

relaxed than | was about everything. He never shouted at the children.
Contact with family

If foster children had contact with their families it was usually very regular. Very early
on after taking a child | would be advised whether the parents were going to be given
access to the child and | would be told what the contact would be. They would get to
see their child at the social work office. The child’s social worker would come and
pick the child up from my house and take them to their office or wherever. If the
social work office was local | would be asked to take the child there. Very rarely did |
have anyone visit their child at my house. It was discouraged and would only happen
if | was happy for it. The foster children could also sometimes have contact with their

siblings.

The foster child's parents wouldn't call me. The older foster children wouldn’t call
their parents from my house.

If it was a baby going to visit it's parents | would complete the book which went with
the baby so the parents knew when the baby had been fed and the parent would
complete it and sign it saying what they had done.
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The foster child’s social worker would usually keep the foster child up to date with
any changes in circumstances at home or any developments in their care. It wouldn’t
be left for me to pass on information like that. The social worker would do it when
they visited the child.

The foster child’'s social workers would listen to my views | had on anything | had an
opinion on but | am not sure whether anyone actually took cognisance of anything |

said.

| would like to see children being allowed to have more contact with their families
although | know it isn’t always possible because of shortages of staff. Some carers,
like myself, have offered to make contact with the families and arrange the contact
between the foster child and their parents. This would cut out the social worker from
being involved and taken from other duties. The social workers don't like this and |
can understand why because there has to be someone official representing the

social work department,
Siblings

| only ever had one group of three siblings. That was - Bl N
have also had two sisters and another time a brother and a sister. If any child who |

had fostered had a sibling not in care or in care elsewhere then arrangements would
be made for them to see each other. It would be similar arrangements to how the
foster child met their parents. | didn't experience any occasion when a foster child
met another sibling without the parents being there.

Visitors

The child’s social worker’s visits to my home to visit the foster children were quite
sporadic. Some social workers were better than others. Some were good at keeping
the children up to date with what was happening at home and some weren't. | was
never asked to try and encourage the foster children to contact their parents. It was a

fairly standard understanding that children would want to wherever possible.
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Immediately after that cot death | didn’t think | wanted to take any more foster
babies. | still really wanted to foster so | persevered. After the death of the baby |
never received or was offered any kind of support or counselling by the local
authority. | did get involved with the Scottish Cot Death Trust to help raise funds. My
social worker also arranged for me to speak on the phone with another foster carer
who had also had a cot death. | never met them. It was a horrible period and it took
us a long time to move on from it.

| was never aware of any abuse of foster children in my care being reported to the

police.
Specific Allegations
| have read the statement of (i3 who waswhen she was in my

care. | remember her because she came with her brother and sister and that was the
only ever occasion | had three children. | am not sure why | took three children
because we weren't really geared up for that many. This must have been one of
these phone calls where there was emotional blackmail from the social worker
saying they were stuck and | was told it would only be for a couple of days. | must
have borrowed a z-bed from my mother.

was always very quiet and serious whereas her brother and sister were very
friendly and happy to slot into anything. was the oldest and she didn’t want to
be with us but the other two seemed to be quite happy to be with us and have a
normal life. was always watching everything that was going on. The two
younger ones may have been a little naughty sometimes but | have no recollection of
ever being bad or naughty. was quite a bit older than the other two. |

cannot recall who she shared a room with at my house.

In her statement Zl says “/ can remember that- and- started to wet
the bed and fhefan‘ed smacking them. | recall chaﬂenging about the
smacking and she replied that my dad had given permission for them to do it. | also
remember seeing a piece of paper which showed that rheere getting
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£300 a week for our care. The older daughter didn’t want us there and she was
nasty. | can understand why she was being nasty because they weren't getting any
of the attention.”

In response to allegations | can honestly say | cannot recall how much
money | was getting for fostering at that time. | know we didn’t get cash at the time
and the money went straight into the bank. | know that it wasn'’t a lot of money | was
getting. It was barely enough to look after the child. The only time we ever got cash
would be if there was a discretionary payment when children arrived, but you don’t

get that now.

I have no recollection of ever meeting her parents but | may be wrong. | don't even
remember seeing them at any of the usual social work meetings. There is no way

that any father gave me permission to smack their child.

I never gave [jilJa sanction or punished her in any way when she was with me. |
never abused any of these children. There is no way | smacked any of these
children. As my own children have told me, | was more likely to smack them than any
foster child. | wet the bed as a child until | was fourteen so | understand what it feels
like and how embarrassing and distressing it can be. | grew up with it and it was
never a big deal. There was a plastic sheet on the bed so the mattress wasn't even
getting damaged. | would only have been sympathetic to any child that wet the bed. |

might have shouted in exasperation but that is all.

In her statement |l also says ‘(RN ou/dnt allow us to sit in the
living room when he was home from work. He would just sit smoking his cigar”. After
dinner | would be doing the dishes and he might have gone into the living room to
smoke. He didn't like smoking in front of the children. | don't even remember him
smoking in the living room. She also mentions the pasta and | find it quite sad that
was her recollection. We were ltalian so pasta was regularly served at our house and
it was part of our life.
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The passage of time has not affected my recollection about what has been alleged. |
have no idea why she would say the things that she has. | feel really sorry for her

after | read her statement and how things turned out for her.

| agree that what has described would be classed as abuse especially
because they were not my children. At that time | may have smacked my own

children when it was legal but | would never smack another person’s child.

Helping the Inquiry

People need to listen, and by that | mean all agencies. They must listen to the carer
of the child who have responsibility for that child 24/7 or to the social workers
involved and they have to act on the information that is passed to them. In my
experience carers are at the bottom of the pile and no one listens to what we have to
say. | also think there should be independent people checking on children and
workers to make sure things are being done correctly and any issues are identified at

the earliest stage.

Other Information

| have been asked to talk at foster care recruitment events but | have refused

because | think | would be too honest.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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