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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FIY

Support person present: Yes

1. Mynameis My name when | was in care was [}

That was the name | was known as throughout my time in care. When |
came back to civilian life after leaving the army | decided that | didn’t want the

surnameany more so | changed it initially i i was the surname on
the maternal side of the family. | can’t provide a definitive date as to when | changed

my name to [JiliJ ! changed my name toabout five years ago. |
chose that name to please my Germanic and Norwegian ancestors. My German
grandfather had always wanted me to be called [iiJjso that was why | chose that
first name. My date of birth is |l 1978- My contact details are known to
the Inquiry.

2. It's hard remembering where | was and at what times when growing up in care and
with my mother and father. The majority of it is set out in the records | have
recovered but not all of it is there. | have tried to detail as best | can what |

remember.

Life before going into care

3. My father's name is_. He was ex-SAS, a_and in

the Territorial Army. My mother’'s name was _ She married so many
times that her surname may have been -at another time. Her extended family
was German and she herself spoke German. My first language was German

because of that.
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said “here you are.” He decided that | was too much to handle because | was too
hyperactive and naughty. I'd never been in any trouble at all at that point. | was
getting on fine at school. | was really good. There had been no children’s panel
hearings at that time. He just didn’t want to have me there because of his new
girlfriend. As soon as | was gone he had my baby sister.

9, | remember that my father told me before | went to Starley Hall that it was going to
be like a “military academy.” | don’'t know why he said that. He had an obsession
about that at the time. He told me that | was going to go off and become a soldier
and everything else. | was taken to Starley Hall by my social worker.

Starley Hall School, Aberdour Road, Burntisland, Fife

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

10.

11.
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33.

34.

35.
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60.

61.

62.
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133.

134.

135.

136.
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Life after leaving Starley Hall and before going to Nimmo Place

When | left Starley Hall | went to stay with my father, his girlfriend and my wee sister.
| would have been about twelve years old. That would have been in approximately
1990. By this time they had moved to another place because of the fire and also
because | was older and would be going to stay with them. Their new house was at
_in Perth. That was arranged with the social workers involved. My
understanding was that | would be there permanently. In the end it didn’t work out
like that.

After | moved in with my father | went into mainstream schooling. | went to Perth

High School which was about an hour’s walk away from where | lived. | was there
during first and second year. | remember that | would find different ways to get to
and from school because | was getting bullied by older children every single time |
went there. They would kick the shit out of me. | don’t know why those kids were

bullying me.

There was social work involvement during the time | was staying at my father’s.

They would sometimes come to visit me at _ Other times the
meetings were held in a big social work building in the Muirton area of Perth. |
remember that when social workers were speaking to me they weren’t very concise.
They wouldn’t explain things properly. They just didn’t have the communication skills

to be speaking clearly with someone of my background.
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145. My mother eventually said “enough is enough” and | became homeless. It was then
that all the social workers and everyone else had to become involved again. | ended
up staying over a series of months in a homeless hoste! ||| ] I i» Perth
followed by a couple of months with my uncle in his flat on _ in Perth. In
the end a decision was made to place me in Nimmo Avenue. Going to Nimmo
Avenue wasn’t really announced to me. | was basically told at a children’s hearing
that | would be going there right now. That was in the panel building in Perth.

Nimmo Place Children’s Home (“Nimmo Avenue”), 22 Nimmo Place, Perth
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146.

147.

148.

36



DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

The council house,_ Crieff
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207.

208.

209.

Leaving the council house and going into foster care

210. | remember a couple of the staff saying something like “you’re really not doing well
so we need to do something” to me. They then decided that they needed to get me
some place secure. Looking back, by saying all of that they were basically saying
that they thought it was time for me to be going into foster care. Nobody explicitly

asked me whether | wanted that because | would have said | didn’t want that.
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244,

245.

246.

247.

and go out at certain times. You weren'’t allowed to drink, party or do anything at all.
It felt very much like | was in care again.

As soon as | was able to | got enough money to rent my own place. | also gota
qualification in body piercing. | did well in my career as a body piercer. | ended up
successfully campaigning to outlaw the practice of body piercing using ear piercing
guns. Doing it that way was not hygienic or safe. | had seen so many people over
the years injured because it wasn’t being done properly and | decided to do
something about it. | managed to get the practise changed so it had to be done
properly with the availability of medical supplies. Thanks to me you can’t now just go
into somewhere and get your body pierced with an ear piercing gun. | ended up
meeting Prince Charles after coming second in a competition because of that.

I've tried to do lots of other stuff over the years after leaving the army. 1 tried working
again as a bouncer. For a little while | worked as a slaughter man in North
Yorkshire. | worked as a skinner there skinning all the deer that came in there. | did
that for a few years. | left after falling out with my boss because he was trying to
make me do something that | didn’t feel was right with the offal. | objected to them
using stuff that hadn’t been signed off as safe for human consumption.

Impact

My family and the people involved in my care ruined my life. They ruined my
education and everything else. | was supposed to carry on like nothing was going
on. | have ended up with complex PTSD. | should have been a doctor. That's what
| wanted to be when | was a kid. | don’t know what child, at the age of eight years
old, has the intelligence of a sixteen year old and ends up joining the army then
ending up in a wheelchair.

! can now detach and reatach my

shoulder when | want. It is definitely from that rather than my boxing because | am a
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to prosecute him for the things | reported. It is almost as if because they managed to

get two people to prosecute him then that is perfectly grand. It isn’t for the rest of
who suffered his abuse.
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267.

268.

269.

270.
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Lessons to be Learned

My experience of being in care was not being listened to and not being given any
help. It was horrible. No kid should ever have to go into care. If kids do go into care
they should be treated a hell of a lot better than | was. It should be a holiday. Even
now the same thing is happening with kids in care. My little brother ended up in care
and in a house in Perth and the same things are happening. It still continues. You
get placed in care at a place so they can take your benefits. You get given nothing
and they use your money so that they can continue. Why can’t kids do what they
want with their money? Why does all of that money have to go straight to the social
work? It's almost as if they are saying “yeah we are going to abuse you and

completely ruin your life but don’t worry we won'’t give you any of your money.”

As far as | am concerned councils are supposed to be there to provide services like
collecting rubbish or maintaining the roads. If | want to do something with my bins
then | speak to the council. If a person is really upsetting me for some reason, but it

isn't a big enough problem to speak to the police yet, then | speak to the council. |
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don’t want councils taking over children’s’ lives. Councils are responsible for lamp
posts not children. No way is it right for them to be involved in saying that a child
should be placed in a home.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

271.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later If there is a problem

or an issue with a child then those who are supposed to be caring for them should sit
down with them and talk about it. That's all you have to do with a child.

272. They need to register carers and make sure that those persons who look after
children are policed. Children shouldn’t be handed across to anyone so as they can
abuse them. Experienced social workers should come in and question the carers on
how they are going to look after the children in their care. If they don’t answer
correctly then they shouldn’t be allowed to foster. If need be social workers should
go in incognito and inspect how carers are looking after the children in their care.
They should send in people who wouldn’t be noticed to see what is really happening.
They should be there to say “stop” and to call people right in if they need to.

273. | have kept in touch with a lot of the kids who were in care with me over the years.
For many of them, if not all, their experiences didn’'t end very well. A lot of them
didn’t make it or ended up on heroin. There are people out there who are really
suffering. It is really bad to think that out of all of the kids | was in care with | am

doing the best out of most of them. | have two degrees and seen a lot of the world.

274. I'm really worried about_ It is as if he has just fallen through the
cracks of Perth Council. | saw him a few years ago in Perth. He was on the bus.
He was starting to dress like a woman and was in the vulnerable peoples’
accommodation in Perth. | later on saw him in a Domino’s pizza branch waiting for a
pizza with a carer. Seeing that made me think that nothing had changed since | was

in the council house at the age of fourteen. | tried to speak to him and explained that
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fiscal looking at what happened to me in care again. | hope that the people who |
have spoken about in this statement that are still working for councils are got rid of.

279. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FIY
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