Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

LYX

Support person present: No

My name is RS My date of birth is -1977. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.

My father is [SiSIIIIIIIIN 2 d he was born on - 1935. He was a child

migrant at Fairbridge Farm, Vancouver Island, Canada between 1945 and 1949. He
married my mother-in 1974. | am their only child.

Discovery of father’s life in care

| have always known that my father grew up in care. He never spoke about it but he
was always proud of his Scottish heritage. He was born in Glasgow in Scotland and
then he was put up for adoption as he called it. | knew that he had gone to Fairbridge
Farm on Vancouver Island. | also knew that he then went to work for the- family
on their farm after leaving Fairbridge. As a kid | thought that he had been adopted by
the-who were a family who lived in Princeton on the mainland in Canada.
Growing up | knew them as Grandma and Grandpa-

When | was growing up, my dad had continued to have contact with the-after
he left their farm. | think Grandma- died when | was seventeen. | remember my
father and | going to the funeral in Princeton. Then Grandpa- passed away too.
We would visit them where they still Iived. in Princeton. | think it was one of their sons
who had a ranch on top of Copper Mountain. We would visit and it was the first place
| had ridden a dirt bike and held a gun. We would go up and visit them every summer,
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in Dumbarton. It makes my Scottish pride swell, | am very proud of my Scottish

heritage.

The information | found out made me question my surname. | am a |Jliland should
never have been a- Due to legal documentation, my surname is-but the
discovery about my father’s real parentage changed everything. The name-was
acknowledged on my father’s birth certificate as he is designated R EEGNGNGEG
That tradition has continued as my middle name is-and one of my son’s middle
names is [ That was done before we even knew that|fishould have been my

father's surname.

When | was reading my grandfather’s birth certificate, | found out that his father was
B o was a railway guard and that Il was his mother. My grandfather’s
birth was registered in 1906. When my mother went through the paperwork she said
that my grandfather was_However when | started to look through
the files and reading the certificate from the Fairbridge Society,-wasn’t his last

name, it was his occupation. He was a dyer in a textile factory and dyed fabric. He was

employed by the- Silk Works in-

It has been such a journey of discovery. Every time someone sends me information
about my family | get so happy. | was being sent information that | had never had and
never knew. | spent about three months everyday on my phone doing research. |
wanted the information, | wanted to know who all these people were and what they
did. | knew everything about my mum'’s side of the family but | knew nothing about my

dad’s family. We didn’t have any of the information and neither did he.
Informing Dad of his family

| spent a couple of days compiling all the information | had received over the phone
and | went to see my mum and dad to speak to them. | remember | had a list on the
back of an envelope of information | wanted to tell them. It had names and dates

written all the way down as it was the only thing | had in my truck when | was receiving
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other. There were tears from everybody. None of them had met my dad and no-one
apart from [ llknew that he existed. - only found out that morning when |
had spoken to her on the phone and we had chatted for an hour and she had confirmed

with -who we were.

I ad not told my father in 1954 about his family and who she was. She did not
tell her other siblings about my father either. She felt that this responsibility lay with

their mother |} Il cied in 1985. My dad’s brother |Jlloassed away shortly
after his mother died when he was 49. They are buried together.

We chatted with them for over an hour. For 83 years, my dad had no idea that these
people even existed. We ended the call and told them we would call them tomorrow
and that we needed time to process everything that was happening. My Aunticjiillllll
then phoned. Again, | pressed video call and her face appeared on the screen. My
dad recognised her as the woman he had met in Detroit. He even remembered Uncle
Ilcar. When she saw him on the phone, she called him g It was the
same name she had used back in 1954 when she saw him in Detroit and he didn’t

recognise the name. This was the name they had used for him when he was a boy
living with Granny ||}

My dad’s great grandfather was called _ and he was an apprentice on the
Cutty Sark. In Scotland, [JJilifis a nickname for-and he used to be called ||l
and that’s what-always called my dad as a kid. My dad had said that this woman
in Detroit had called him a name that wasn’t his and he didn’t know why. It was a
lightbulb moment for my dad as he had remembered being called that name in Detroit.
She hadn’t seen him or talked to him for about fifty/sixty years. She kept asking him
where he went and why he left. She now calls him every Sunday. She said that she

had lost him once, she was not going to lose him again.

After the video calls, dad was blown away, he was stunned. He was trying to process
all this new information as fast as he could. | was so excited about telling him all this
information. There were a lot of tears and I'm sure it took him days to process it. When

| received more information | would go back to my dad and show him pictures of his









45.

46.

47.

48.

together but he was never a dad in other senses. | can think of only one time that he

actually played with me. The rest of the time he was too busy drinking and partying.

My dad and | would get into so many fights when | was growing up. He was awful to
me and my mum. As | got a bigger and stronger, | put a stop to the behaviour towards
me and my mother. Now | have gone through all this discovery | think his behaviour
was to mask the pain of a bad childhood. | gave him a big hug one day after we had
gone through some information and | told him | was sorry. | was sorry that people felt

it necessary to treat him that way as a child.

As a father myself, | don’'t understand how people could have given up their child. It
bugs me every day when | read his files that he was cast aside. | will never understand

why a parent would do that to a child.

We always grow up thinking that our parents are immortal. My mum fell and broke her
leg and she hasn’t been able to leave the house for a long time. My dad looks after
her all day, every day. | worry about what would happen if dad suddenly died. | have
to look after my own family and | have to look after my parents. I'm stuck right in the

middle and it's tough. | have all these commitments and it can be hard.

Recovery of Dad’s records

| recovered my dad’s Fairbridge file afte_ put me in touch with the
Child Migrants Trust. She had done all this research for her mum. She put me in

contact with them and | messaged them. | sent my request originally to the CMT in
Australia and they said they had no information about [Nl They forwarded
my email to the CMT in England. They then contacted me and said that they would
get all the information in relation to my father and then send it to me. About a month
later, this huge file arrived. | think my mum went through it first. | don’t think my dad
looked through it. | think he has blocked out a lot of his childhood. | don’t know if it's
because he chooses not to remember or doesn’'t want to remember. They didn’t
charge anything for sending the file, they just sent all the records that they had. | have
passed a copy of the file and other papers to the Inquiry.
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There are a number of half yearly reports from Fairbridge Farm, Vancouver, within the
file. These are a compilation of a housemother’s report, a day school report and the
Principal’s report. They talk about my dad’s behaviour and they write to Edinburgh
Council about it. They ask about his background and ask why this child is behaving
this way. He was sent to a clinic where monthly blood samples were taken as they
thought he was possibly epileptic, but that’s not true. There is not a history of epilepsy
that | am aware of.

There is a letter dated 19" October 1948 from the Principal to the Secretary of
Fairbridge advising the use of the drug Triodine to control my father’s outbursts. He
maybe had explosive rage disorder. | don't think back then they had a term for his
behaviour, but now perhaps they do. | have since found out that this medication was
used for sedating farm animals, like horses. They were drugging him into submission,
to conform to their ways. He was clearly a child who wanted love and affection.

There is a letter dated 28" September 1948 from Miss Ashley, the social worker at
Edinburgh Council, where she mentions concerns about my dad. In the letter, it seems
to give an explanation after analysing the reports sent to her. She says that none of
these behavioural problems presented themselves before my dad went to Canada and
raises something about the first cottage mother, Mrs Either Miss Ashley
visited Fairbridge or had someone report to her and she took the view that Mrs
apbe should have never been in charge of children. That's my interpretation of
this letter. It was Miss Ashley who recommended that my father should be migrated to

Canada.

There is a document within the file dated 5" October 1948 which mentions the time
when my father was sent to hospital after being kicked by one of the priests. There
was a note on it by the CMT when | received the file from them querying why this was
never investigated. Why was an eight year old child kicked hard enough to have a cyst
on his buttock? It appears that there was a cyst that required to be drained. | asked
my dad about what had happened and he couldn’t remember what he did but the priest
kicked him. His time in hospital is documented within the file and it appears he was

admitted to hospital on 10" December 1943 with an abscess on his rectum having
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contact with him and they weren't allowed to. That wasn't right and it wasn't fair. His
grandmother obviously loved him as she spent so much time looking for him. | think
she died in the 1960’s so when Dad left Fairbridge in the 1940’s there was still time
for him to contact her if he had known he had family.

I've been trying to get as much information as | can to give my dad to give answers to

all the questions that he must have. It's a bit like trying to put all the puzzle pieces

together a little bit.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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