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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is . My date of birth is -1957, | am 61 years old. My contact
details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My father was born and raised in Perth. My mother was from Chester and had moved
to Perth during the war.

My father worked on the airlines and my parents lived in Lagos in Nigeria. My mother
lost her first child at six months old through an adverse reaction to a vaccination for
yellow fever, and my parents moved back to Scotland. My older sister.-was
born in Scotland and my parents then moved back to Lagos, where my mother became
pregnant with me. She was suffering from dysentery during her pregnancy, so they
decided to move back to Scotland for medical care. | was born in Perth, Scotland. We

moved back to Nigeria after | was born.

I /=5 two years older than me, and | was the second eldest child. When we
moved back to Nigeria, my parents had my younger sister, - who was two years
younger than me. We then moved to Bahrain in the Middle East, and my youngest
sister, i vas born six years later.

We all went to school in Nigeria or Bahrain, wherever we were living at the time. |

always knew | was going fo be sent to Morrison’'s Academy boarding school in
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Some prefects were better than others. There were the sadists, who enjoyed meting
out pain. There were some that were much more sympathetic and much more human,
but they were very much in the minority. The bulk of them adhered to the notion that
corparal punishment was ok. There were beliefs that legitimised the violence; that they
would make men out of us.

I don't think the teaching staff knew how brutal the prefects were with their punishment
of the boys. They never hit us in front of the staff. There was no requirement to
document or report any punishment that had been meted out to any individual. The
headmasters didn’t want to hear complaints from parents or other colleagues. They
didn’t want to deal with freaked out kids.

The-teacher,used to grab people by the hair and shook them violently.
He used to do it to one boy all the time. When | was a bit older, he accused me of

talking and came towards me to grab my hair. | was shocked because we had always
got on ok. | jumped out of my seat and told him he wasn’t doing that to me. He came

after me and | ran, so the teacher left to tell the headmaster.

On another occasion, when | was older, | refused to accept punishment for something
because | hadn't done what | was being accused of. | turned my back on the teacher
in class, who was the -teacher and aiso the ||l This resutted in him
hitting me on the back. | ran around the class, and he chased me. He then ran out to
tell the headmaster.

As | got older, | started to deal with the abuse by going ballistic. | would then be hauled
up in front of the head master. At this point you would be sat down, and spoken to. It
was explained that | couldn't behave like this. They seemed to deal with this
reactionary behaviour a bit more sensitively.

When the prefects got to know about you going ballistic, they would hand out physical
punishment for it. | couldn’t stand up to a group of prefects. Then | would cry and be
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| also have a fear that my abuse was my own fault and that | invited it upon myself.

Other information

| know from speaking to other boarding schools that things have now changed for the
better. | still don’t think children should be institutionalised unless absolutely
necessary. Children in boarding schools don't have connections to their families and
have no sense of themselves in a big institutions. | would like to see boarding schools

abolished.

| don't think single sex schools are healthy. You end up having a distorted view of life,
love and work after being institutionalised. Then when you come out, you find it hard
to relate to people who have a more balanced view of life. Society is made up of both
genders so should all other aspects of life, including school.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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