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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BPR

Support person present: No

1. My name is 55 EEGE 2nd my maiden name, that | used at school, was
BPR v . .

known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. My parents’ names are G- EEEE ' parents

divorced when | was two and my dad lives in Switzerland. He is from Geneva. My mum
is from Edinburgh. | would spend holidays with my father and term time in Scotland
with my mother. My dad was a physicist initially and he wanted to pursue physics but
then got divorced and had to pay the fees for Fettes so he went into business
consulting. That's what he tells me. My mum is an English language teacher. She ran
her own language school from our home and taught English as a second language.
When we were away on holiday, there would be foreign students who would come for
English language teaching.

3. | had two brothers. My eldest brother, _is five years older than me and

he was born in 1975. My middle sibling, _ is three years older than
me and he was born in 1977. | didn’t have any younger siblings.

4. We lived in Switzerland until 1987 and then we relocated. | went to St George’s School
for Girls in Edinburgh. | was in primary three when | started at St George’s, | stayed

until | was ten in 1990, and then | went to Fettes. St George’s is a boarding school but
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| was a day girl there. There were more day students than boarders there whereas at
Fettes there were more boarders than day students. | was very happy at St George’s
and after | was expelled from Fettes, which is what happened in the end, | went back
to St George’s.

5. My family has a very strong link to Fettes. My grandfather_went

there as a pupil and then he taught there ||l My uncles went to that school.
When we lived in Switzerland, we would visit Edinburgh and we would visit Fettes. We

sometimes attended Founders' Day [

B V) family was closely tied to the school. The school was our family.

6. The decision for me to go to Fettes was made by my mum before | even existed. My
dad says that it was always planned that we would go to Fettes and had they remained
married then we would have gone as boarders. It was always on the cards that we
would go to Fettes because it was in the family tradition.

¥ My grandfather had retired long before | went to Fettes. He had been_
-when my mother was little and | believe they moved when she was twelve
which would have been in the sixties. He was ||| Bl urt! my mum was about

twelve and he also became GGG - e v-s Tl
_ He continued teaching there until he retired but | think he retired

before | was born.

8. | think there was a different culture in the past and you would hear about caning at
Fettes. My grandfather hated caning kids but he said that he had to. There were jokes
about buggery going on at Fettes but everyone knew it was true. There were initiation
things. There were rumours about a previous headmaster who had been there in the
sixties, called Anthony Chenevix-Trench. | believe Fettes have finally pulled down a
plague that was up in memorial to him. | understand that there has been substantial
proof that there was no smoke without fire and things were going on. This was way
before | was there.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

junior school was in a corner of the campus that was away from the rest of the school.
We were physically very much removed. We didn’t really see the senior school or the
senior kids at all and we had almost no interaction with them.

If you were driving down the main road to the main entrance at Fettes with the gravel
drive, and you carried on down that road, almost until it goes to Ferry Road, then you
would come to the entrance to the junior school. Behind the junior school was one big
field of sports grounds and then there was another huge field between the junior school
and the main school. It was a ten minute walk between the junior school and the main
school.

We were walking around huge grounds but it was all in the same campus. For science
we had to walk to the science lab, for art we had to walk to the art lab and for swimming
we walked to the pool. We walked to the canteen for any meal and sports were all over
the grounds.

Mr Alexander was the housemaster and he was in charge of Inverleith House, the
junior school. The other housemasters were in the senior school. _was

_so both of my brothers were meant to go into

I bt ) middie brother didn't want to be in the same house as my
eldest brother so [Jfwas in |l where the housemaster was G and
-was in [ «ere the housemaster was R GG

| was supposed to go to Arniston House in the senior school. Arniston was a girls’
house when | went to Fettes but it had been a boys’ school until the seventies. That
was where my uncles had gone so that was where | was supposed to go. Arniston
was run by the divinity teacher but | can’t remember his name, he taught religion.

There was College East and College West and they were in the main building. They
were for girls so the girls’ houses were Arniston, College East and College West. The
boys’ houses were Carrington, Kimmerghame and Glencorse. The houses were all on
the same campus but pretty far away from where we were, in Inverleith House.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

Mr Glen was a maths teacher and a housemaster for the boarders in the junior school.
Miss SNl was my Il teacher and she had been housemaster of the junior
school when my brothers were there but, by the time | was there, Mr Glen was
housemaster. There was a teacher called Mr Butler. | don’t remember his first name
but I think that he went on to be housemaster of Glencorse House. He was lovely.

| found the teachers at Fettes were not as maternal or as warm as they had been at
St George’s. There were a lot more male teachers at Fettes so maybe | put it down to
that. There were fewer female teachers. Fettes struck me as more traditional and old
school than St George’s but | thought that was normal because that’s what the school
is and that married up well with what my mum and grandfather had said about the
school. It was a traditional, old private school.

Routine at Fettes College, Edinburgh
First day

| don't really remember the first day to be honest. All | remember of the first day was
that everyone was in the same boat. | don’t remember a particular member of staff
showing us round. | remember familiar faces from sitting the entrance exam but
nothing stands out. | think | was rather comfortable.

When | had my first day at St George’s it was a very new culture for me. | had come
from Switzerland and from a school where there were no uniforms and we were
speaking French. When | started at St George’s | needed some help with my English
and my handwriting was very French so it was a culture shock. By the time | got to
Fettes | was ready and | had been told all along that | would be going to Fettes anyway.
There weren’t any girls from St George’s who joined at the same time as me but the
following year one girl came along.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

time in Inverleith house we had milk and buns with icing on them. One of the school
excursions was to go to the factory where they made the icing buns.

There was always a big deal about Burns Night. There was boiled haggis and | hated
it but we were forced to eat it. | never wanted it and they made us eat it. They would
just tell us to eat it and, as a child, | felt compelled to do as they told me. They never
physically touched me but | had to eat the haggis. | was a pretty good eater, it was just
haggis that | didn’t like. The thought of it was awful but | wasn't really distressed. | was
able to eat it.

Normally at Fettes it was like a buffet, we had a tray and we could pick what we wanted.
Burns night was different, it was more formal and that was the only time that |
remember being told to finish my plate. The other times we helped ourselves, there
was a choice of food and often kids didn’t finish the plate. At St George’s the food was
not as good and there was a lot more leaning over and telling us to finish our plate.

Clothing/uniform

We had grey socks, a grey skirt, a white shirt with a collar and a woollen magenta
jumper. Parents had to go and buy the uniform.

Trips and holidays

There were very few overnight trips in the junior school but we did go on day
excursions. | remember going on a trip to the bakery where the ice buns, that we were
given in school, were made. | think Missaccompanied us on that trip. We
also went on an excursion to Campbell’'s Soup factory. | remember going to a fish
market early in the morning and we saw ice boxes containing fish coming in. I'm not
sure if it was the same day but | also remember going on a fishing ship that belonged
to a parent of one of the pupils. | think Miss {isa took us on that excursion. One
of the boys found a pornographic magazine in the cabin of the parent who owned the
boat. We were all giggling and then Misstold the child who had picked it up
to put it down and we were all moved along.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

In Inverleith House we had three classrooms on the top floor and three classrooms on
the bottom. On the top floor there was the housemaster’s office and next to that there
was maths which was taught by Mr Glen. In the middle there was Geography which
was taught by the housemaster, Mr Alexander. Then there was [JJJjj which was

Miss ESSNN room.

Downstairs there was an assembly room which was essentially a normal room that
was used for assembly and for music. As soon as you walked into the building, on the
right there was a room that was used for music and | would do violin in there and on
the left there was the cloakroom. There was another large room which | remember
having English in again. There was another room that was used for French and Latin.
Then there was a room further in that was very light and bright.

The standard of education at Fettes were relatively high but | have to say that St
George’'s outdid Fettes hands down and there was a much higher standard of
education. Fettes struck me as being very hung up on its reputation and being seen
as the best school whereas St George’s had a more modest approach but consistently
had better A-Level and Higher results. There was a love of learning and teaching at St
George’s and they achieved better results through the environment that they had there
and the teaching staff.

| don’t think | was treated any differently at Fettes because of my family history at the
school. The teachers who were there didn't know my grandfather. Even the
headmaster didn’t know my grandfather. There was one teacher who taught chemistry
who had been taught by my grandfather and he just said what a great man he was.
He wasn’t my chemistry teacher.

Sporting activities

We did three hours of sport on a Wednesday and at least an hour or two every other
day. We tried everything and everything was possible. | did fencing, hockey, swimming
and lacrosse. | represented the school in cross country running. There was rugby and
cricket for the boys.
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50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

At Christmas we had the nativity play which was a big deal and it was done beautifully
and rehearsed all the way through.

| don’t remember any birthday celebrations in school but | could invite boarders to my
birthday parties outside of school and they were allowed to come. | don't remember
any celebrations in the school but | was a day girl.

Personal possessions

The week when | was a boarder, | brought a lot of personal things. | brought teddy
bears and comfort things and | laid them all out. | wasn't told that | couldn't have
anything. There was probably a rule about no valuables but we didn’t have mobile
phones or anything back then so there weren't any.

Boarding

My mum went to Greece for a week with my stepdad so she put me in boarding for a
week. | remember my mum dropping me off and | was very upset. | think because my
mum and dad were divorced and | was spending long periods of time away from each
parent | found separation very difficult. | was very emotional at the door to Inverleith
House and | remember my mum smiling and saying that everything would be fine.
Miss S the Il teacher, came to take me and she was just rough. She
wanted me to have a stiff upper lip and she told me to come this way. | remember her
physically pulling me away from my mum to try and move me along. It was not
comforting and it made things worse.

| remember unpacking and just feeling miserable. That is the one time | remember
having self-harming or suicidal thoughts. | remember standing at the top of the stairs,
a few days into boarding, and contemplating jumping off, just so that my mum would
come and get me. | was really distraught and incredibly homesick.

The only person | felt gave me any kind of support was Mr Glen, who was housemaster
of the boarding house, and his wife. Mr Glen was my maths teacher and he was great.
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74. My brother lives in-and he won’t even talk about it. He has made it clear to my
mum and me that he wants nothing to do with it. He is now a partner in a law firm and
he has a great career. He doesn’t want his children to ever know about it or for his
name to ever be mentioned. He won't talk about it and he has never talked about it to

me.

75. Once my brother had been expelled, | started having a hard time at school. People
were making fun of me and calling my brother names like “druggie”. It was a very
difficult time. The school had been very close to my family and that all began
unravelling. My mum got really upset at the school. She wanted answers from the
school about his treatment and an apology.

76. The school said that she could remove her other two children. My eldest brother was
in his final year and was going to finish school anyway but for me it was pretty
devastating because | was looking forward to going to senior school. | was going to go
to Arniston House with some of my friends. | was pretty settled in the school and it was
pretty hard to be told you're expelled. | believe someone from the Board of Governors
said to my mum that he would make sure that | never got into a good school again. |
felt really targeted and rejected, when | hadn’t done anything and | had on my record
that | was expelled, when | hadn’t done anything wrong.

77. 1did, at the end, feel targeted because we were causing trouble. It went from bad to
worse in terms of my treatment. | had always got on well with Mr Alexander, he was
my geography teacher and | was good friends with [ but everything changed
from being fine to being mistreated. | believe | would have been elected head girl but
it was given to one of my friends, | lvho was the daughter of one of the
housemasters. | think that was done on purpose.

78. | wrote a letter and Mr Alexander was away so | wrote the letter to Mr RN
ShR just saying how hard things were and that people weren’t being nice. The
next thing | knew, we were in Assembly and Mr Alexander said “can GialNNEGNININGNGEG
come and see me after Assembly”.
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79. By then things had become pretty bad between Mr [ZSallE My mum, our family and
Fettes and so my mum had told me not to go anywhere on my own and she had told
me to take my friends. My closest friends at the time were FEN-"< | IGTENE
. so | wanted them there when | went to see Mr Alexander. | believe they both came
and RiE was definitely with me. We went upstairs and Mrs (Sl who
was [ wouldn't et G come into Mr Alexander’s office with me.

80. | wanted Sl with me and Mrs [l ohysically removed her. Mr Alexander was
sitting in his office, with his feet up on his desk and his hands behind his head, looking
very relaxed. He was just watching from his desk while there was a physical battle at
the door. | was trying to keep with me and | was trying not to be pulled into the
room. Mrs was physically puIIingoff me and away from the door. |
believe that | saw Mrs SR s'ap gill] and there was a lot of pulling and tugging
at the door. Mrs pushad me into the room, came into the room and then shut
the door and locked it. | know that il stayed outside.

81.  Mrs il sat me down and said that they were just there to help and | didn't need
“that bitch” with me. | was trembling and terrified. She handed me water to try and
calm me down and | was shaking and spilling it.

82. Mr Alexander was rambling on about not liking his dirty laundry hung out to dry and he
said that | shouldn’t have written the letter to Mr{giaill | don’t remember much of what
he said because | just wanted to get out of there and when | did get out of there | ran
straight to the showers. and [l found me sobbing and shaking in the

shower.

83. said we should leave and go home. There was a book at the entrance where you
signed in and you signed out and I'm pretty sure that we signed out. The three of us
left and we went to my house. My mum called the police and we gave a statement
about what had happened that day.

84. That was my last day at Fettes. | went back just to say goodbye. Mr Glen was there
with the boarders and Mr Glen said that they wished me all the best, they would miss

18
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85.

86.

87.

88.

me and that what had happened was terrible. That was it. | was thirteen by then. | think
there was an announcement made that il -and | had left and weren't
coming back. | felt the school were against us as a family.

That happened during summer in 1993. It was towards the end of the school year,
although | didn't finish the full year. | would say it would have been around May 1993.

| don’t know what the official reason for my expulsion was. | asked my mum and she
said that she was told that if she wasn’t happy with the treatment of her son and she
was going to complain then her other children weren't welcome there next year.
Nothing was said about my behaviour, it was just that | wasn’t welcome back next term
and my mum was to remove me. | believe it was only because a friend of the family
was on the Board of Governors at St George's that | got in. | think they were going to
try and block me from getting in.

When my mother told me that | had to leave Fettes, | don't think she put it as expulsion
to me. She just said that | wasn'’t going to go to senior school, | was going to go to St
George’s. | think it may have been discussed with my dad. She didn’t say | was
expelled, she just said | would be leaving. | knew that before the incident with Mr
Alexander.

Mr Stein

William or Bill Stein was the swimming teacher. | first met Mr Stein when | was quite
young and my mum says that he started giving me swimming lessons when | was two
or three years old. It was whenever we started going to the pool at Fettes. My mum
had keys to the pool and she would go there nearly every weekend and sometimes
during the week. | would go with her and Mr Stein would be there, often with his wife
and a flask and sandwiches on the side. It was his pool. Very often my mum and | had
the pool entirely to ourselves and very rarely my cousins would be there but they were
babies. It was often just me, my mum, Mr Stein and maybe his wife. My brothers went
sometimes but | mainly remember me and my mum being there.
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89.

90.

91.

92.

From as early as | can remember, | remember Mr Stein tickling me and nibbling my
ears, my throat and my neck. My mum would be sitting on the bench or swimming laps
and she could see that happening but she thought he was just being friendly so | think
that's what | put it down to. | thought he was a family friend who was the usual overly-
friendly uncle. | never liked it but that was what he did. I've mentioned this to my mum
because she took it seriously later on and when she wanted to hold the school
accountable she brought that up. I've said to her recently that she was there and saw
it all happen when | was four.

Mr Stein was my swimming teacher while | was at Fettes and he would do the same
things. At the end of every lesson there was free time and he would jump in the pool
and play with us. | was one of the girls that he would often grab and it was the same
thing that he had always done. There was a lot of tickling under the water, nibbling my
ear lobes and neck and putting his tongue in my ear. Then he would throw me and go
off to get the next girl and we would all scream and try to get away from him. He would
shout “I'm coming to get you” and then he would do it again.

The tickling and nibbling happened every swimming lesson because there was free
time at the end of each lesson and he would jump in the pool. We would be wearing
swimming costumes and he would be tickling us all over but really his hands would be
all over our bodies. He never put his hands underneath our costumes and | don’t think
he was able to. This went on the whole time | was at Fettes, between the ages of ten
and thirteen.

He picked very specific girls to do this to, underdeveloped girls. | started puberty late

and | was pretty flat chested and athletic. He seemed to have that type. The other girls

werc| . I - ¢ There were other girls in the

class who had big breasts and were really developed like ||| I and
He never targeted them for the nibbling. He targeted girls that were

underdeveloped, including myself. He wore trunks when he was in the water with us.

| remember he had a big fat tummy. He was overweight and his arms would be around

me and | was just kicking and screaming and trying to get away. For him it was a game

and | was trying to get away.
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98.

99.

100.

round my waist as | dived in and then under water he deliberately touched my breasts
and rubbed his hands over my breasts. That’s when | realised that what he was doing
was not ok and it was not just fooling around. | remember kicking him away because
he had a hand round my waist. | kicked him away and swam to the side of the pool
and hopped out. | was in shock and | didn’t know what to do. | didn’t tell my mum about
it.

| didn’t start my period until much later but Mr Stein tracked other girls’ periods. Gl
Bl 25 one of my closest friends and she started her period very early, when she
was about ten. We were very young and it was horrible for her. He would mark girls’
periods in his book and he would write “I” which | think was for indisposed. | remember
had her period twice in a month so she said she was indisposed again and he
accused her of lying. When said she was indisposed he said that she couldn’t be
again because she had had a period two weeks ago and he told her to get in the water.
This was in front of the whole class and she was very humiliated. | believe matron had
to intervene after she was contacted by either[iidill or by Mr Stein. Matron had to tell
him that girls could get their period twice in a month.

It struck me that he wanted to make sure that girls didn’t use their periods as an
excuse. | think sometimes it was used as an excuse to skip the class so | think that
was his main motive. | didn’t get the feeling it was anything other than that because
he wasn’t interested in those girls. He was interested in prepubescent girls and we
hadn’t started our periods. He wasn't interested in the more developed girls who had
started their periods.

Mr Stein would also tell us that he had daughters and he understood these things so
we could always go to him and talk about periods. He said we should feel comfortable
talking about these things with him because he had daughters. | believe he did have
daughters. He was the only swimming teacher and | don’t remember any of the other
teachers being there.
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101.

102.

103.

104.

| remember that he had a little room at the top of the pool. It was a tiny room where he
kept all of the equipment and he had a tiny desk in there. There were no windows.
There were photos on the walls of students, mainly girls. | think he said that they were
six form girls or high school girls. | think they had gone on a trip and he’d often tell us
how close he was to some of the girls and again he would say that he had daughters
and that we should feel comfortable coming to talk to him. | thought that was creepy.
We thought the pictures of the girls on the walls were very creepy and that escalated
the chatting that we would do as a class which eventually led to him no longer being
in the pool.

We went on a school excursion and | remember | was walking through a wood
somewhere and | was chatting to- and there was a boy
called || ce. We were talking about what a pervert Mr Stein was
and Mr Burns, our Latin teacher, overheard. He pulled us aside and asked if what we
were saying was true and we said yes.

A couple of days later, or a week later, | can't remember exactly how long, Mr
Alexander said that he wanted to speak to our year. He definitely wanted to speak to
our class and it was possibly the whole year group. In my year group there were three
classes of twenty. It was announced in assembly | think. He asked us if this was all
true and we said yes. | don't recall any details of speaking to Mr Alexander and | don’t
remember him writing anything down. | think he asked if it was true that Mr Stein got
in the water and nibbled us and we said yes. | don’'t remember anyone else in the room
but its possible Mrs Slll was there and if she was then I'm not sure if she was
writing anything down. Then it was “thank you for your time, off you go”. It was
announced a few days later that Mr Stein would no longer be getting in the pool with
us and that was it.

There was nothing formal and our parents were never informed. | wasn’t asked to
speak to the police at that time and | don’t think anyone reported it. It just struck me
as business as usual. | think a huge part of it was that he was a family friend and he
had taught me how to swim. | thought there was nothing wrong with what he was doing
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106.

106.

107.

108.

because if there had been something wrong then my mother would have said
something.

| remember that Mr Stein was just furious. He was already a very angry man. He had
had a stroke years before which had left him grumpy and with a temper. He would
scream at us, especially after he wasn’t allowed in the pool any more. When he
screamed at us, there would be spit flying out his mouth and he would be red in the
face, saying that he wasn’t even allowed in his own pool anymore. He said it was his
pool and he just became really angry.

When he was banned from coming in the pool, he started finding other ways. We were
all in the pool but he still found ways to touch me. He would get a running hose from
the side of the pool and he would spray us when we were having free time and playing.
One time | was out of the pool, trying to get to the other side, and he grabbed my
costume from the front and pulled it out and shoved the hose down the front. On
another occasion | was on the shoulders of a boy called |||l  EE He vas Il
I | /=< quite close to him and he was a good friend. | was on his
shoulders playing near the side of the pool and Mr Stein grabbed my costume from
behind and shoved the hose down my costume. | remember him doing that to ||l

e p——————

Once there was a fire drill, | don’t know if Mr Stein knew about it in advance and | don’t
remember being told about it in advance. We were in the water and it was winter. It
was freezing and he didn't let us take towels. We had to go straight outside, through
the emergency doors at the side of the pool. | remember standing outside and there
was frost on the lawn. We were in our swimming costumes and we were wet. | was
just starting puberty so | had budding breast and erect nipples. | just felt really self-
conscious. We were trying to cover up and the boys were staring. Mr Stein was lurking
at the side and | remember feeling really uncomfortable.

| have a memory of someone locked in the room with Mr Stein. In the room where he
had all of the pool equipment. | have a vague recollection of an incident where he was

in there with someone but | can’t remember the context and | can’t remember who.
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110.

111.

112.

CKP

There was an annual boat trip withwho was one of the_
B ' ety sure this was every year for the final year of junior
school. A select few people could go on his yacht for a few nights and everyone wanted

to go. | wasn’t chosen to go and | remember that | was disappointed.

| think |l was there. She was the daughter of one of the housemasters and

was [ I 2 o of my best friends and she was one of

the girls who moved from St George’s to Fettes. She was on the boat trip and so was

a girl called_ There were also three boys: a boy called_
whom | was good friends with, ||| land ! think a boy called_

was also there.

They went on a boat trip and everyone was really jealous but they came back and then
all of these stories came out. [ even said to my mum that S5 was sexist
because he told the boys to pee over the side of the boat. ._said that she
remembered being on the toilet on the yacht and looking up and there was a glass

wall and was looking in while she was on the toilet. _said that

the boys were told that they had to pee overboard and not use the toilet.

FGA

The [l teacher, Miss asked us to write a short story. | wrote about
pirates and | used language to show when the pirates were speaking. | changed the
spelling to try and make it sound like how they would speak. Misspicked the
three worst stories and read them out in front of the whole year. | remember feeling
really humiliated. She read my story out, laughing and she encouraged everyone else
to laugh and make fun of it. Mr Butler was in the room at the time and he came around

and whispered to me that he thought that it was a wonderful story and | shouldn't listen
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to anything that she said. It was really comforting and it was wonderful of him to do
that. There were a lot of children who were hesitant to laugh and join in so it was a
horrible situation all round.

113. IS picked on me. She was morbidly obese and she tended to pick on the

114.

115.

stimmer girls. Jllfwas a bit chubby and Miss [ was lovely to her and lovely
to She would go out of her way to humiliate me and be nasty to me. |
was underdeveloped, athletic and slim. At one time, she wanted us to write a poem
about each member of the class. She wrote one about me that went: 'Ourlikes
I crinks it every day and night. Something dodgy, she’s gone podgy. Now she’s
purple, what a sight!”

Miss IS had been ST - the junior school, before Mr
Glen. One of the girls, ||l had said that Miss FESllNad once made her

shower until the bar of soap was finished and that Miss [gffwatched her shower
until the soap was finished. The girl was very pretty. She was in senior school and |
didn’t know her personally but my mum knew her father. Miss always picked
on the pretty, slim girls.

Abuse of others

The things | remember now are things that didn’t happen directly to me but are things
that | heard about. There was an incident when | was ten years old and in the youngest
year. There was a girl two years above me called ||l or something like that.
There was some sort of incident between her and || during prep. It
happened in the prep room which was the middle room between Mr Glen’s room and
Miss SN room. | wasn't there when it happened. | remember ||
was quite quiet at the beginning but became very loud and promiscuous and then she
left the school. All | remember was the boarders telling me that that || || GGG
had done something to her during prep and that, from then on, boys and girls weren’t
allowed to do prep together.

26



DocuSign Envelope ID: 5C09751E-FSED-401D-A668-526080CD4473

116.

117.

118.

119.

When | went back to St George's there was a girl called | lllland her brother,
B -s still ot Fettes. She told me that her brother had a broomstick shoved
up his anus and had been whipped with an open coat hanger. My mum knew about
that. | think that happened to other boys and certainly we heard rumours of
broomsticks up the anus and being whipped with a coat hanger. | also heard about
boys being put in their trunks, the big boxes that they brought with their things, and
being rolled down the stairs. On the girls side, in Arniston, where | was supposed to
go, rumour had it that the girls made you fill up a bucket of water that was sitting at the
top of the stairs and all you had was a soup spoon and a running tap at the bottom.
You had to run up and down to the stairs. That was supposed to be the initiation from
what | heard but | never made it there.

| remember there was a housemaster who was called || ! think that was

It was something about him climbing over and peering over at the
boys on the toilet. I'm not sure if it was It might have been the

Housemaster of [if out one of them was called | R

Reporting of abuse at Fettes College, Edinburgh

After the incident in Mr Alexander’s office, my mum called the police and we gave a

statement about what had happened. | believe that my statement and
statement matched perfectly but that_had embellished things or changed

things so they couldn’t go any further. That's what the police said. | don’t remember

the names of the police officers that | spoke to. When | gave my police statement in

1993 | didn’t bring up Mr Stein.

Civil Action
The incident with my brother really did kick-start a big battle between my family and

the school because my mum then questioned his treatment. We then went on a long
legal battle to get an apology for how he was treated and that finally ended in 1997.
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155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

| definitely had anxiety and depression and whether that would have happened
anyway, | don’t know.

| recognise a lot that | want people to like me, especially at work. | live off of praise
and being recognised. I've seen a counsellor about that. | don't know if that has
anything to do with Fettes but I think | did suffer from the rejection at Fettes.

| loved pleasing the teachers at St George’s and getting straight As. | didn’t like
disappointing them. When | did my Masters in Education from 2015 to 2018 | got
straight high distinctions and my average grade was 92%. | saw a counsellor because
| was under a lot of pressure. | was teaching full time, | had two young children and I'd
taken on double subjects. The counsellor suggested that | didn’t need to achieve a
high distinction but to me that wasn’t possible, | had to get the high distinction. | have
to be a high achiever and the top performer. That's something | still get counselling for
and | think a lot of that does have to do with rejection. | suffered a lot from the rejection
from Fettes and | felt like | had to prove | was good.

| recently started talking to the counsellor about the abuse by Mr Stein. | said that
maybe it wasn't abuse and maybe it was just tickling and | have made this man’s life
a misery because he’s gone through being called in by the police twice. She said that
what he did was wrong and that | shouldn’t doubt that. | do go into doubts of thinking
it was my fault.

A couple of times in Fettes | felt that the good teachers wanted to do more but they
were powerless. The time when Mr Butler whispered in my ear to ignore Miss [N
was great but, now that I'm a teacher, | wonder why he didn’t escalate that or say
something to stop it. There probably was a culture in Fettes whereby he was
powerless. Similarly when Mrs Burns arranged for my brother to come and visit me
while | was boarding, she was probably going against protocol and taking a risk by
deviating from the culture of the school.
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173. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

BPR
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