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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BND

1. My name is. My date of birth is -1 968. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

2. | have obtained the following qualifications; a B.Sc. in Agricultural Food Marketing
from Aberystwyth in 1990, a B.Th. in Theology from Nottingham in 1993, an
Independent Schools PGCE from Buckingham in 2008, three GCE A-levels and nine
GCE O-levels.

3. Myemployment history is as follows; | SN o™ 1994 to 1997, [Jin
I o 997 to 2002, il ot Loretto School from
2002102010,

from 2010 to 2015, housemaster at Loretto School from 2014 to 2017 and -
at- School from 2017 to present. We moved into the boarding house at

Loretto School in | 2014 and the post began B 2015. The

-wanted me to work out a fuller notice period and the school and myself were

content that it could be done, in terms of taking || oy That
arrangement was in place until early-2015.

Employment with Loretto School, Musselburgh

4. | was -at Loretto School from _2002 to_ 2010. | was
responsible for-duties which included _—

preparation and a [Jjjjjijro'e with the whole school community. In addition to
1
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25.

26.

27.

formal interviews and discussion of role unders ot and
subsequently. It appeared less formal but nonetheless was taken seriously under
Michael Mavor.

Living arrangements

From 2002 to 2006 | lived in a school-owned property off site. From 2006 to 2010 |
lived in Pinkie House housemaster’s flat. Pinkie House had a connecting door
through to a corridor that was occupied by 6th form male pupils but which was
generally only used for fire safety purposes when we lived there. The acting
housemaster lived at the end of that corridor in a self-contained flat. Our residence
had its own external entry point that was not shared. From December 2014 to July
2017 | lived in Seton House housemaster’s flat. This was separate accommodation
with its own entry but it had two connecting doors to residential corridors in the junior
boys’ boarding house.

Some staff lived in school-owned accommodation offsite. Some had school-owned
accommodation onsite. Housemasters, assistant housemasters and also some
matrons and residential tutors had to live in school accommodation due to house
roles. House main entries were all on numbered keypad locks. In general, there was
very little accommodation that had direct links to pupil residential areas that was not
occupied by house staff. The exception being Pinkie House, which had the Head’s
accommodation within it as well as our flat when we lived there.

Most of the accommodation that had direct links to pupil areas was inhabited by
housemasters, assistant housemasters and matrons all of whom were house staff
and had a direct role in the running of the boarding house. That was true of Seton,
Hope, Balcarres and Holm. Pinkie House had the head’s house and a housemaster's
flat, which we lived in. As the house was not being used fully for boarders from 2006
to 2010 an annexe, which boarders lived in, had the assistant housemaster’s flat
incorporated in it. He was responsible for the boarders. In practice, our connecting

door stayed closed throughout, as did the head’s connecting door to the house.
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children cared for at the school. | have not given evidence at a trial concerning
alleged abuse of children cared for at the school.

Convicted abusers

67. |do not know if any person who worked at the school was convicted of the abuse of
a child or children at the school.

Specific alleged abusers

CRL

68. | recall [l Vv employment certainly coincided with his between [l
I - d part of I 2t c2st, but | am not sure whether all of it. It is a

bit of a guess but | think that he was probably late fifties when 1 left in 2017. | think he
was a || <2 cher who taught either ||l o both- To me he
was a colleague. | did not have any educational, pastoral or academic crossover with
him.

69. He was married, but | don’t know whether he had children or not. We would talk
about -occasionally over lunch. He was interested in most forms of -and
complimentary about my own [Jj. He was amiable and polite, though with a
slightly hesitant way of communicating due to English being a learned language, |
think. | knew him well enough to say hello, stop and chat briefly, but no more socially

than that and with almost no academic overlap.

70. | occasionally saw him with children and he was reasonably business-like with them.

Such contact was invariably in association with ||| GG

71. 1did not see him discipline children and | did not see him abuse children. | never

heard of him abusing children.
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72. I recall GESIN He was employed by the school throughout [
_and also before and after that time. He was probably about
late forties when | left in 2017. He was the ||| teacher. | knew him
as a colleague. There was no real overlap with [} pastoral and academic roles.

He did occasionally help to || for maijor services in the school.

73.  He produced some excellent|fwhile | was there. There were some talented
pupils that he really got the best out of. He was married with two kids, ||| | |l

e ™ ———
_ In terms of home life, they pretty much kept themselves

to themselves. He was a good-humoured chap generally. He had suffered from.
I which occasionally showed itself. He had some good friends, most notably
Elaine Logan who was later Head of Glenalmond.

74. 1 knewEiSllquite well. There wasn’t that much crossover in our working days, but we
did occasionally go out on the same “works drinks” in Musselburgh. Acquaintance
more than friend really, but it was always possible to stop and talk together.

75. 1did not really see him much with children in a teaching or pastoral capacity. When |
did see him in passing he was always polite and courteous with pupils.

76. 1did not see him discipline children and | did not see him abuse children. | did not

hear of him abusing children.

Specific allegations of abuse made against me for which there has been no
criminal investigation and/or conviction

77. The complaint against me was made by three female pupils who were in the
-team that | was coaching at the time. They complained in the first instance,
| believe, to their housemistress who would have been Elaine Middlemass, later

Logan.
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92.

93.

94.

95.

| continued to work at Loretto for another 3 years and had, | think, good professional
relationships with both staff and pupils thereafter. As far as | am aware, there was no
further comeback from either the pupils concerned or their parents and they felt that
matters had been dealt with thoroughly and firmly.

Leaving the school

| left the school in 2010 to be of Musselburgh and left in

2017 to become -at School.

| do not know the content of references the school gave to subsequent employers,

but | am aware that the I S5 wi! have supplied my reference to

B - - that the head in 2016 and 2017, Graham
Hawley will have supplied references to-. I did not tell- of the

previous complaint against me, believing that this having been removed from my
permanent record, as | was informed in 2010 that it was, meant that it had been dealt
with and put into the past permanently. There have been no complaints against me

at

Helping the Inquiry

| think that the difficulty with a boarding school situation is that you are together all of
the time and some of that time staff are “off duty”. But actually you never are. This
probably needs to be made clearer right from the start and provision of
accommodation and a social environment away from campus and pupil
accommodation should be better and more fully available. Otherwise the boundaries
between school life and social life become blurred and that is where most
misunderstanding and inappropriate behaviour will develop.
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Other matters

96. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

26 November 2020
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