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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HLD

Support person present: No.

1. My name is [ GG ! ke to be known as|iEll My date of

birth is -1950. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into boarding school

2. | was born in Helensburgh and grew up in Balloch, at the southern end of Loch

Lomond. My father was_ and my mother was-
I ' - oo o= I

I o is just over a year younger than me. Her married name is [Jfjand
she now lives in Winchburgh.

3. My father was in the clothing and drapery business and had about three shops in
4, | went to Jamestown Primary School near Balloch for three years until | was eight

years old. | used to walk half-a-mile from our house to get the bus and then either
walk back or get the bus; you could do those things in those days. Apparently after
two days at primary school | said “Right, that’s it, I've been to primary school” and
didn’t want to go any more, however, as far as | remember, | didn’t have any problems
at Jamestown Primary and, although | don’t have many memories, | think they are
happy ones.
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Primary four. | moved through the dormitories with pretty much all those boys as we
got older.

16. As well as the dormitories in Dalmhor, there was a dining room, where we ate all
meals, the kitchen, a common room and, during my time, an extension was built and
a prep room was put in there.

17. There was no central heating in those days, just a stove in the common room and
electric heating in the prep room, but other than that the house was not heated. | can
remember frost on the inside of the dormitory windows in the morning and all we had
in bed was one blanket that we were provided with and a travelling rug, which we
provided ourselves. If you had a hot water bottle, it had to be filled from the tap, so by
the time you came to fill it the hot water was almost non-existent after everybody had
had a bath.

18. Most of the boys’ classes were held in the main school building, although there was
also a more recently built building called ‘The John Smith Building’, where the sciences
were taught along with technical studies and art.

Structure

19. There were about three hundred and fifty boys at Morrison’s when | was there, most
of whom were boarders. There were a few day pupils, but not many. There was no
animosity between boarders and day pupils, although | never thought much about it.
Friendships were permitted, but a boarder couldn’t go and visit a day pupil at his home
and nor could a boarder visit any other boarding houses.

20. The housemaster of Dalmhor for the first three years | was there was the-teacher.

After him, in 1961 or thereabouts, he was replaced by
who was a_ teacher. | think i was replaced

because he and his wife had a young baby and it just wasn’t practical.
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21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

Bothand then lived at the house with their wives. When

was in charge his flat was within the house on the same floor as the youngest boys’
dormitory and whentook over the school had built an extension to the side
where he and his wife stayed, although there was still access to the house itself.

You could have spoken to either of the housemasters whenever you wanted, it would
have been possible to have knocked on their door and done so, but | never did and
they never checked on how any of us were doing. They were in fact considered by all
the boys as ‘the enemy’ , who were not to be confided in. Very rarely did the
housemaster sit in during prep time and we saw virtually nothing of their wives. Their
wives had no pastoral role whatsoever and in fact, even though there was also a
matron who looked after the laundry, there was no maternal figure we could go to at
all.

There were two matrons in my time, but | can’t remember their names. The first was
a bit of a battle-axe and the second was a bit younger and more approachable, but |
never felt either was a person | would feel able to confide in. They lived in a room
above the garage adjacent to the boarding house.

Most of the day-to-day running of the house was done by the senior boys, the house
prefects, who basically ‘ruled the roost’, dictating or, more correctly, enforcing the
rules. There were both house prefects and school prefects and boys could be both,
although the housemaster determined which boys were to be house prefects, but there
was a distinction between them. All were fifth and sixth year boys, between sixteen
and eighteen years old. A house prefect had no authority in the school, although a
school prefect did have authority in both the school and the house. If you were a
school prefect, you might tell a boy not to run in the corridor or something like that, but
| don’t think there was much more authority than that. A school prefect may also have
been able to give lines, I'm not sure.

| think the prefects wore a special tie and, although not all senior boys became
prefects, we knew who they were.
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26.

27.

28.

20.

30.

CFR

The two housemasters had different techniques. was more hands-on and
would be there to dictate and enforce the rules, but [ERJJJJj was much happier to
devolve all responsibility to the senior boys. As long as the house was kept quiet and
tidy and things appeared to be running smoothly,absolved himself of any
responsibilities.

Routine at Morrison’s Academy
First day

| started at Morrison’s Academy in-1958. when | was eight years old. My
parents drove me there, but | don’t remember much of my first day. | would imagine
we were met by the housemaster and shown our dormitories, but | don’t recall.

| started at the same time as a number of other boys, however | knew none of the
others before then. Some were from Scotland and some were from overseas. | made

friends with one boy called _whose parents were in Hong Kong.

| do recall that when | first arrived, like any eight year old child would be, | was
homesick. Suddenly | was in a completely alien environment, away from my parents,
away from my home and away from my own possessions.

Mornings and bedtime

The youngest boys were woken at twenty-past-seven in the morning and we would
have to get ourselves into the bathroom for a ‘cats lick’ of a wash at the sink. We had
to be staggered going to the bathroom and the rest of the house were up at half-past-
seven. After we'd washed we would make our beds and head down for breakfast in
the dining room at eight. We all had to be on time at the dining room, to be late was
a misdemeanour.
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56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

that would come from a float that our parents had put money into. In those days you
could buy two bars of chocolate, but you couldn’t buy anything bigger, such as an Airfix
kit, which were two shillings. You could get extra money if there were sufficient funds
in the float from your parents. You would have to ask the housemaster and tell him
what it was for, or you would have to save your money if you wanted one.

On a Saturday afternoon there was often a rugby match if you were in any of the teams
and eventually | made the 2" XV. Sometimes we would go away in a bus and play
another school at rugby, sometimes another school would come to us.

On a Sunday afternoon the senior boys would take the juniors on a walk, which we all
had to go on. Even if it was pouring with rain, we would still have to go, wearing our
serge trench coats and our kilts, however generally we looked on these walks as
leisure time when things were a bit happier. It could be quite a simple walk or, with
the better senior boys, it could be a bit more interesting.

When | was a senior | used to try and make it a bit more interesting and would take
boys on some serious marches into the hills. |1 remember one occasion we went up a
narrow gorge and had to cross the stream, so | just told the boys they would have to
cross in their best shoes and dry them off when we got back. We would get back
about five o’clock in time for tea and then there would be more prep in the evening,
ready to start the next week.

There was a rota for the senior boys to look after the juniors on a Sunday afternoon,
so if it wasn't my turn, | would just do my own thing and maybe go for a walk myself.

Latterly, when | was about fifteen or sixteen, allowed people to bring
bicycles to school and so sometimes on a Saturday afternoon or a Sunday we were
allowed to go out on our bikes. | think that was only for the senior years and | don’t
recall whether we had to leave details of where we were going. It helped being allowed
a bike because, even though the incarceration was still there and there was still very
little freedom or facility to do what | might have wanted, because schoolwork and
games still took precedence, | could get away for a few hours.

1
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85.

86.

87.

88.

by five o’clock, so | could only ever have a few hours with them. There was only really
enough time to go for a meal and have a short walk.

External Inspections

There may have been some sort of inspection carried out while | was at Morrison’s,
but | certainly wasn’t aware of it and nobody ever spoke to me if any inspectors did
come.

Family

Although there was a telephone in the hallway in Dalmhor, we weren’t allowed to use
it to phone our parents unless there was a special reason and we had permission,
instead we could only write letters. Every Sunday morning we were told we had to
write letters to our families and | still have a number that my mother kept. | have
provided copies of some of them to the Inquiry.

There was a period between breakfast and going to church on a Sunday morning when
we all had to sit down and write to our families. We could write what we wanted, they

were never censored.

In one letter dated 1961, when | was eleven, | write ‘| have got an essay for not being
in bed on time. | had to sweep the changing room floor, that was why | was late’. In
another, dated 1959, | write 'l have had four and a wee bit slippers because | had not

written out corrections in my homework’.

In another letter dated 1960, | address it from ‘Dalmhor Concentration Camp’ and
repeatedly write ‘I do not like this dump’. At the end | write ‘P.S. | have no friends’. |
have also written about having to pay a shilling, which was our weekly pocket money,

for a wedding present for [EEIE > I te2cher 2t the school. At the

16
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93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

| never ran away, although | thought about it and | think some boys did. | can’t
remember what might have happened to boys that did, | don’t know the details. |
would expect they might have been expelled or removed by their parents. | have
spoken to my sister who told me that she remembered me asking our father how far it
was back to Helensburgh and he told me it was fifty miles. She said that he later told
her that he thought | had been thinking of running away. That doesn’t surprise me,
but | can’t say that | do remember asking.

Discipline

At school, the teachers all used a ‘Lochgelly tawse’, | don’t remember there being any
other punishment. 1 think every teacher would have had a strap and there were one
or two masters who might have wielded it more than others, but | would say that, in
general, it was proportionate and used when necessary.

| recall the-teacher.used to use the tawse occasionally

and he also used to throw the chalk duster at you, which could be quite painful if it
connected.

| wouldn’t have said the tawse was used excessively, it would have to be a severe
misdemeanour to warrant its use. Obviously sometimes | might have thought its use
was unjustified, but looking back | would say the teachers used it legitimately, although
it did absolutely no good whatsoever. Your hand would sting for a while and then you
forgot about it.

Both housemasters that | had, ki and iGS , were teachers as well, but
any issues there were in the boarding house did not follow us into class. It was a
whole different environment at the school.

In Dalmhor there were certain rules we had to follow: the place had to be tidy, it had
to be cleaned and the floors swept if necessary and there was no talking after lights
out. Some house prefects would creep about outside the dormitory door listening for
anyone talking after lights out.

18
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99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

The rules may have been written down somewhere, | don’t know, | don’t remember,
they were more learned by osmosis. We all knew about keeping everywhere tidy,
including our personal space and our shoes had to be polished every night. Our shoes
were all kept in pigeon holes and one of the house prefects would check there was no
mud on them. If they weren’t done properly, they would have to be done again and
then there would be a punishment.

There were non-physical punishments issued in our boarding house such as writing
essays, or writing out lines, such as ‘| must not talk during prep’. Such punishments
had to be done in the small amount of free time we had, we weren't allowed to do them
during prep. These mindless punishments were meted out on a regular basis by the
house prefects, who would check them afterwards. | don't recall the housemasters
issuing such punishments.

As a boarder, our geography was the boarding house, the school, the playing fields or
the town centre, but only on a Saturday morning. If you were found anywhere you
shouldn’t be by a prefect or the housemaster there was a good chance you would be
‘gated’, which meant you weren't allowed down the town on a Saturday. Sometimes
this punishment went on for two or three weeks, depending what the misdemeanour
was.

At the time | went to the opening of one of my father’s shops | had been on punishment
for splashing water in the bath. The matron must have witnessed this and reported it
to the housemaster, , who gave me a punishment that involved learning a
poem and that punishment went on for six weeks. | don’t remember how many stanzas
there were, but it was a mindless poem and all | can now remember of it was ‘let us,
oh let us, eat lettuce’. After the six weeks | had to stand in front of everyone in the
house and recite it, all for splashing water in a bath, as young boys will do.

History would suggest that when | became a prefect | and my contemporaries would
continue with the abusive behaviour we had been subjected to, but we didn't. Things
changed because we felt that there was no point in giving mindless lines, instead |

19
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104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

gave useful things to do. | used to give boys a poem to learn that they might use in
an exam, something | knew they could use in their schoolwork.

We also didn’'t go down the route of physical punishment and so it actually petered
out. | remember being criticised by [RSIIII: ©ur housemaster by that time, for not
being strict enough and for not ‘wielding the big stick’ to the extent he would have
liked. He told me | wasn’t being strict enough, but | never thought there was any point
in beating the living daylights out of somebody. | never thought it would do them any
good and it would be better to give them something intelligent to do.

There was no training or instruction given me when | became a prefect, | had grown
up in the system and therefore | knew what was required. | was never told what the
parameters of my powers were and there was nothing written down that I'm aware of.
The housemaster, , decided | was a suitable person and | was made a
prefect.

Fagging was common practice and, although it was all mundane stuff, it was
considered part of the environment at boarding school. When | had been a fag | had
to clean one of the senior boy’s shoes, or clean his bootlaces after rugby and other
such menial tasks for him. | had a fag when | was a prefect, but about the only thing |
would get him to do was carry my bag to school. Looking back now, fagging was just
slave labour.

| don’t remember there being any suspensions by way of discipline. There may have
been expulsions and, although I'm sure there would have been some, | don’'t know
what behaviour may have merited a boy being expelled. | don't recall any specific
expulsions.

Bed Wetting

In my early years at Morrison’s there was a young boy from the Solomon Islands at
the school calted_ He arrived having never worn shoes before and | recall

20
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1009.

110.

111.

112.

113.

he suffered quite badly. He would wet the bed frequently, but he was in a totally alien

environment.

| don’t remember if it would have been the housemaster or one of the prefects,
however he would be made to wash and change his own sheets and then he would
be beaten. It probably would have been the housemaster. He would be beaten across
the backside with a slipper or some such implement. At that time | wasn’t much older
than -was and | thought that was appalling, however there was nothing | or any
of the other boys could do about it.

Abuse at Morrison’s Academy

In my initial years at Morrison’s Academy there were one or two senior boys who would
be regarded as bullies. One in particular,_, was just a thug who took
great delight in meting out physical punishments to us younger boys. | used to keep
clear of him as much as possible.

| remember one little boy called _was beaten with a drill cane, which
the prefect,_, had for CCF. He was struck several times across his
bottom over his pyjamas and he had red wheals for days afterwards. All he had done
was speak after lights out when-caught him.

If a misdemeanour was more serious the house master might get involved.
was more hands on and would dish out any punishments. Essentially any boy would
be given a public flogging and 's preferred weapon was a gym shoe. In full
view of all the other boys, he would strike a boy across his backside, on top of his

clothing, three or four times with a gym shoe. As_ he was quite-

and he was quite a big bloke too.

With . he devolved all responsibility to the senior boys who would dish out
the same punishment. Sometimes those senior boys would use a gym shoe,

sometimes they would use a wooden coat hanger, sometimes it was a cane. |
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147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

152.

Children need to have the support of the teachers and other staff at the school as well
as of their parents. As far as | could see, when | was at school there was no mutual
support and there was nobody at the school to fall back on if necessary.

| think the pastoral care at boarding school now is much better. The headmistress of
my daughter’s boarding house used to treat her and speak to her like an adult. We
had virtually no social interaction with our housemaster, we were left to our own
devices.

Everyone knew that any new intake of boys were going to be crying and homesick,
but there was nothing done about it. There was no pastoral care in Dalmhor
whatsoever. There was nobody to oversee how boys were being treated and,
particularly with , the person who should have being overseeing us
was actually perpetrating the abuse.

Other information

| contacted the Inquiry because | wanted to make sure what | suffered doesn't persist.
I would hope it does not. I’'m aware of some horrific stories that have been published
from the work of the Inquiry and realise we didn’t suffer anything like that, but we did
suffer. To a large degree what we suffered was unnecessary.

| have provided the Inquiry with a copy of a photo | took in 1968, my last year at
Morrison’s, at which time | was a prefect. You can see all the boys are enjoying
themselves, but that was because | and my contemporaries who were also house
prefects in Dalmhor, were treating them differently. The regime had changed. If that
picture had been taken ten years earlier it would not have been such a happy one.

I'm sure that Morrison’s wasn’t the only school that had a similar type of physical
regime, but | hope that such behaviour does not persist anywhere. Fortunately, the
evidence | have got from sending my children to Aberlour and Gordonstoun would
indicate that the whole situation is completely different now.
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153. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

DocuSigned by:
|
signed .................................... EAAAFOSABYADMTE s o ssnannsnsnensansansnasasnsnnnnsnnnsan
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