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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FHQ

Support person present: No

1. Myname is S Vv cate of birth is | 1944. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

2. | qualified as a Clinical Psychologist in 1967. | worked in the National Health Service
(NHS) for most of the years following until | retired from the NHS at sixty years of age.

For most of my career_ Child and Family Clinical Psychology
Service in the Argyll and Clyde Health Board. | was_on

the Glasgow University Clinical Psychology course.

3. | always worked part-time in the NHS, in a Child and Adolescent Mental Health team
(CAMHS). When you work with children, you work with their families as well. | also
developed my own private practice working with children and adults. | frequently
became involved in legal cases where children were involved.

Loretto School

As a parent of children at the school

4. | didn’t have any connection with Loretto, apart from various friends having sent their

children there. When my husband and | decided our oldest child had to change
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13.

14.

15.

against particular courses of action that the school wanted to take. The Governor’s
role was to take an interest and provide an external input to the way the school was
operated, from someone who was concerned about the school. All of the Governors
had connections to Loretto and had the school’s well-being at heart. That's why they
were on the Board. Governors had a range of expertise to bring to the table and there
were lawyers, accountants and money men.

The Management Committee

On becoming a Governor | quickly became a member of the smaller group of
Governors who formed the Management Committee. There were about seven or eight
people on the committee. It was made up of the Headmaster, the Clerk to the Board
of Governors [ the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman and three or four
Governors. The Committee met on a monthly basis and were far more involved in all
the decision making and issues that arose. Those meetings were at the New Club in
Edinburgh or at the school.

There were always a lot of discussions at the committee meetings about finance
because the finances of schools are extremely complicated and tricky. There were
emerging difficulties with funding at the time | went on the Board. A film director went
to the papers with descriptions of what had happened to him at Loretto and that was
discussed. | can't remember the director's name or when that came to light. We
discussed how the school were going to cope with it. We discussed setting up the Golf
Academy, academic results and anything that related to issues in school life.

As Care and Welfare Governor

| was probably the first Care and Welfare Governor. | don’t remember when the Care
and Welfare part became part of my role. | regarded my role as Care and Welfare
Governor as part of my role as a Governor. | hoped to be able to bring my professional

experience into play when considering child welfare within the school.
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54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

Personal involvement in investigations into abuse at Loretto School

| was never involved in any investigation on behalf of the school into allegations of
abuse or ill-treatment of children at the school or into inappropriate behaviour by staff
or others towards children. | did not hear any whispers about abuse during my time as
Governor, apart from the historic situation involving the film producer. | was never
aware of a suggestion that children were sexually abused. | was aware that there were
issues from time to time relating to bullying or children being unhappy. There was
nothing that raised huge alarm for me.

BND
| was not aware of concerns about staff members and -

between 1999 and 2009. | do not recall those names.

Reports of abuse and civil claims at Loretto School

| became aware of one historical abuse case involving the school. That was the case
involving the film director. | was aware of some of what that the other victim had said.
The school co-operated to the full with all involved and steps towards prosecution
occurred. | thought there was little doubt abuse had occurred because the accounts
were very clear and consistent. I'm not saying there are never false claims but it is
much more likely than not, that someone claiming abuse has been victimised or

abused.

That historic event had happened thirty years earlier. The present day school is a
completely different place to the school when that abuse had happened. A number of
the Board members were contemporaries of the film director and knew the abuser. It
was interesting that so many of them came back to be members of the Board because
there had been some very unhappy, miserable times at Loretto thirty or forty years

earlier.

When my eldest child went to Loretto the children came home two or three times a

term but certainly not every weekend. By the time | became a Governor, children could
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for whom the services on offer are designed, will totally understand that and feel
confident enough to approach it.

63. Of course all adults working with children, particularly in a residential setting, need to
be screened but this will never provide a guarantee of their safety.

64. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FHQ
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